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Cobourg and Dlstnct Sports Hall of Fame Ofﬁce
P.O. Box 45, .

Cobourg, Ontario, Canada
K9A 1M8. .

| o | | November 2018
Dear Cobourg and District Sports Hall of Fa;ﬁe Committee, \

I would be extremely happy and honored if you would consider Paul Currelly to be inducted in
your Sports Hall of Fame. Paul’s accolades includes many sporting accomplishments as an
athlete but I knew Paul as a wonderful coach and person and a major bullder in sportsin .
Cobourg, especially in women’s softball. ‘ S

Many of the memorabilia that you have regarding softball have probably come from Paul’s
collection. He was instrumental in starting the Coverdale Aces so his daughters and others could
play softball. As they got older the team also moved up in divisions and the name changed to the
Cobourg Angels. He spent many years coaching, scouring local areas, and molding young
women to represent themselves and Cobourg both on and off the field.

I was fortunate enough to be one of those individuals. Paul found sponsors and creative ways to
raise money so that players, like myself, who grew feeling that they couldn’t afford to financially
play the high caliber of softball, that Cobourg played, was not denied that opportunity. And for
that I will be forever grateful. Paul didn’t just focus on ball for his daughters because as his girls
got older and the age category of the Cobourg Angels team increased Paul realized something
more needed to be done for the younger girls wanting to play softball. So in the 1980s he help to
create the Cobourg Junlor Angels Softball Association.

Paul kept tabs on what the players did on and off the field. His collection 1nc1uded articles
relating to anyone who played for the Angels. His was truly a community builder in sports but
also built players, like myself, who have a love of the game and a life-long connectlon and pride
in the community of Cobourg.

Elaine Devlin
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Dear Sirs, : o :

I would like to nominate Mr. Paul Currelly, for the Celebration 788
. Coach’s Award. A ' :

As you may know, Paul has always had a very sincere interest in
athletics and the physical development and well being of our
community®s youth. Having been encouraged to participate in a var1ety
" of sports himself, Faul appreciated the self-discipline , committment:
and friendships whlch developed +rom the opportunity of being a team
member. In 1941, he was a member of Port Hope’s Junior Rugby Team, they
became the first local team to reach provincial finals, finishing Znd
and became COSSA Champions the following year. At this t1me Paul was
" also actively involved in hockey and basketball.

In 1945, he attended DAC, presently the University of Guelph and
caught berths on both their "Aggies® Big Red Machine" football team
and the DQC hockey team. Summers were spent working on the family
apple farm and playing baseball for the Port Hope Flvers. Upon

‘completing his couwrse in agricultwre, Paul retured tnklucal sports and.

was a member of Cobouwrg’™s renpuned "Galloping Ghosts" through the
late 40°s and early 50°s. The 1950-51 .6alloping Ghost Frogram: summed
up not unly his life’s philosophy but an attitude which he was to
~instill in many others when it stated " Paul Currelly...Good steady
football player that can always be counted upon for an all-out’
effort.” "...a good team player all the way."

It was then that he began what was to become an pndlezs career of.

coachlng and involvement in minor sports by assisting Jim Malder as a

voluntesr coach with C.D.C.I°s Junior Football Team.

The Town of Cobourg was to gain recognition for his efforts as
coach and the high quality teams that were the product of his
dedication, beginning 1n l?qB as his Juvenile Boys won the Dntatlﬂ
Baseball Championship.
’ In 19563, Paul became a major founder in minor glrl s softball as he |
and a group of others formed the "Cobourg bGirls” ‘Softball League.
From there momentum built. The following are some of teams
accomplishments under his guidance:

1263 formed the Cnverdale Aces as coach. 1965-7 Undefeated seasons
“in the FPeeWee division — 52 consecutive wins 1968- Formed the Juvenile
Cobouwrg Angels— Ontario Juvenile "C" semi-finalists. Durham Ladies
League Finalists 126%9- Durham Ladies League Champs. 1270- Ontario
“Juvenile "A" {finalists—Durham Ladies Finalists. 1971- Znd place,
Durham Ladies 1972- Formed Lakeshore Juvenile BGirls® Softball League
and were semi—finalists 1973— PWSU- Ont. Juvenile finalists— Lakeshore
Juvenile League Champs. 1974— Grimsby Towrnament Consolation Champs-—
Lakeshore Juv. Champs. 1975- Ontario Junior “B" Champs— Lakeshore
Ladies Fastball Champs. - 19746—~ Ontario Junior "B" Champs— Lakeshore

- Ladies finalists.

¥ Currelly and O° Neill. are awarded the CFEdlt Unlnn Spnrtsmen Df the
_Year Award. :

-



% Paul Currelly receives the P;M.S,Q. Service Citation "for
dedication and hard work in the field of Ladies Softball’- the first
person from Eastern Ontario to earn such distinction. 1977— formed
the Midget Angels team and the HMidget Girls® Softball League to win
their championship.-Claremont Girls® Softball Tourney Champs.
1978~took team up to Juvenile ~North York Juvenile Girls’ Tourn.
Champs— Grafton Tournament Champions— Ontario Juvenile finalists-—
Claremont Juvenile Girls® Towrnament Champs (Znd conse.yr.)— Lakeshore
League Champs. 1979- Barrie Townament Semi—finalists— Grafton Touwrn.
Champs— Ontario Juvenlle Ehamplmns and hosts of the PWSA Regional
Tournament.— Lakeshore Juvenile League Champions— Trenton Invitational
Ladies Spftball Tournament Champions. 1980~ team moved up to Junior..
London Ladies Fastball Assoc. Tournament, Silver Medalists— Belleville
Ladies Invitational Tournament, Bronze medalists——Hosted the PUSA
Junior Tournament in Grafton——Lakeshore Ladies Fastball Assn. .
Champions. 1981- Metro Junior Ladies Softball Towrn.:2nd—— Belleville
Ladies Invitational- Tournament: 3rd.-Molson Ladies Fasthball
Tournament: Znd- Ontario Regionals— Bronze Medalists——0Ontario Junior
Finalists— Lakeshore Ladies Fastball Assoc.. Champs. 1982~ Molson
Ladies Fastball Tournament Champions.——0shawa FPeacock Invitational
Tournament Champs——lLakeshore Ladies Fastball Champions—King's Sports
Ladies Softball Tournament in Ottawa "B" Champs. 1983~ team moves up
to Senior —Lucas VanAllen Memorial Ladies Softball Tourn. (Belleville)
Champions——0Ontario Tier II Regionals: Bronze Medalists— PWSA Tier II
. Ontario Finals: Bronze Medalists——Competed in Provincial Tier I, Senior.
Ontario Finals——Lakeshore Ladies Fastball League Champs. ' :

¥ During the Belleville Tournament [ig 1l Eurrelly was hnspltallged
with pneumonia and suffered a heart attack but returned to his duties
as coach after a brief rest. : .

¥ To this point 16 female athletes have been named by Cobowg’s :
Credit Union. as Female Athlete of the Year, the team Cobourg Angels was:
named once and 12 others were p1ther present or former members of the
Angels team. : : 4

1984~ Currelly underwent Triple By—-Fass Heart. Surgery in early May.

He was released from hospital on Mothers® Day, attended that Tuesday’s
home game as a spectator and was back on the bench as coach for the
following game.

~3rd year Champs of the Lucas Vanéllen Memorial Ladies Fastball
Tournament.— PWSA Ontario Regional SEHlDT Tier Il: Champions - FUWSA
Senior Tier II Untarln Champions — &th in the Ontario Tier 1
Championships — Metro Ladies Softball League Champs. 1985— FUSA Tier
1I Ontario Champs for second cons. year {(the only team to accnnpllsh
this)~ PWSA Tier I Senior Tourn. Sth place.

X Two Angels, Elaihe Devlin and Jackie Oulehan arE'thozen for
Ontario®s Junior Fastball Team to compete in the Canada Games and -
emerge Gold Medalists. Elaine is D¥fered a scholarship at the



University of Texas. - Metro Ladies Softball Playoff Champs.

1986~ Currelly retires as cnach but ccntlnues tn suppart the fAngels
in their cross—province endevors and srout the area teams for young
Lalent. : : .

1987— Realizing the need for further organization of competative
quality softball for minor girls, Currelly becomes the driving force
behind the Cobouwrg Girls® Softball Association, introducing four' S
levels of teams to represent Cobourg as The Junior Angels in gresn and
gold, in Provincial Play-offs and possible Lakeshore Leagues. He also
retwned to the bench as 35515tant caach for Cobouwrg®s Junior ﬁngel
Sophmores. :

Althmﬁgh‘Paulfs teams had‘started Spring Training indoors in April
and May for many years, this year along with Cobourg’s Family Y he
_Drganlged a very successful 5&1115 clinic fcr girls from ages 8-18.

Cobouwrg Star Aug.29,1975: "Currelly— the hardest wnrkxng vulunteer
in Cobourg birls? Sa%tball Circles.” - :

Peterborough Examiner— Interview w1th Elalne Devlln res: SQmmer Games‘
783: "I really owe it to (Currelly) +Dr putting our names in for the

"Htryouts. He will do anything to encourage ball. Paul won’t stand in

the way of anyone betterlng themselves. He is a vary caring per:an.

In 1982, Faul was approached to consider a pnaxtxmn on the Executive

Board of the Frovincial Womens?® Softball Association but declined this

honour . , -

As a member of the Angels Team says:® They used to ask where Cobourg
was. Now thanks to the efforts of Paul Curfelly and his superb quallty_
teams. they know 11!"

In closing I would Tike £ add that Paul Currelly taught not only
skills but self—cunfidence, self-discipline, and the importance of
working to the best of one®s ability, not just on the plaV1ng fleld but
in all walks af 11%5. o

Sincerely,

Carol D. Carr

Enclosed please findrnEWSpaper clippingé'you'may find of interest.
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Over the past 40 years, Paul Currelly has volunteered his time to the youth of Cobourg, thereby

giving them an opportunity to participate in sports, predominately softball. Some of his
substantial efforts are as follows: : :

- In 1953 and 1954, after play‘ing» six years (1947-1952) with the Cobourg Gallop.ing Ghosts
Football Team, dad began his coaching career helping the Cobourg D.C I East highschool
football team. ‘ e ‘ : :

—In 1958 he turned his attention to boys baseball, coaching them to an Ontario title. He
continued with this team until 1961.

- From 1963 - 1994, he coached girls softball, coaching every level from Pee-Wee to Senior at
least once. With these teams he brought provincial recognition to the Town of Cobourg. He
coached five Ontario Championship teams and competed in "big city" leagues (& winning them)
from Belleville to Tonawanda, New York. : ,

- In 1995 he returned to Cobourg boys baseball, goaching a house league team.

level. ’

Patricia Hand

His contributions, however, do not "end on the field".

- He was the originator of the Cobourg Junior Angels Softball Organizat‘ion. “Along with a
selected committee, he arranged for coaches, playing-fields, sponsors, equipment, uniforms and
leagues for all levels of teams respresenting the Town of Cobourg on a province wide scale.

- He was a driving force in implementing Tier I divisions, provincially, in all levels of girls softball

allowing smaller centres, such as Cobourg, to participate in and be competitive, at a Provincial

- He was instrumental in upgradirig the playing surface of Victoria Park and organized work

parties to develop Coverdale Park. He has vigorously supported and contributed to the building |
‘of the new Legion Park and sat on the Advisory Committee. :

" He has donated a large portion of his life to deVelOping and nurturing sports in Cobourg. He is

highly respected in the sports community and I feel it can only be truly justified to give Paul
Currelly the recognition he deserves.- ‘ '

oy : . . .
- Tawait your response regar xég these concerns.
, Z v ; , ,

N
Yours sincerely,

/ph ;
cc. Mrs. Joan Chalovich, Mayor of Cobourg -



Paul Currelly Way honours life-long
volunteer

Victoria Park diamond to be removed next year

NEWS Nov 21, 2003 Northumberland News

COBOURG - Paul Currelly has hit many homeruns for Cobourg by developing
talented young softball players and his achievements will be recognized with the
renaming of a local baseball diamond and portion of Church Street in his honour.

"This is certainly quite an honour and | am pleased," says Mr. Currelly. "However,
| am sad to see the Victoria Park and C Diamond at Donegan Park both go. It is
very tough to find practice diamonds in town."

Victoria Park's Paul Currelly Diamond will be removed sometime next year to
accommodate recent changes to the park set out in the Town's Parks Master
Plan. The creation of the Town's new children's splash pad, near the outer rim of
the diamond's outfield, is why the diamond has to be removed.

"The diamond could only stay there if pee wee kids were playing," explains
Councillor Bill MacDonald, Parks and Recreation co-ordinator. "We still thought it
was important to recognize Paul's work so that is why we are renaming the street
and park."

The portion of Church Street, between Perry and Bay streets, which runs near
the Victoria Park diamond's location will be renamed Paul Currelly Way.
Coverdale Park's baseball diamond will be renamed Paul Currelly Diamond.
Coverdale Park and Mr. Currelly have a long history, explains Councillor Lloyd
Williams.

"Paul is one of those few community neighbours who made that project
possible," says Coun. Williams. "It is absolutely appropriate to rename the
Coverdale Park diamond in his name."

Coverdale Park used to be a big swampy area in the late 1970's recalls Coun.
Williams. When Brook Road North was created the topsoil dug out to make the
road was eventually trucked down to Coverdale by Hamilton Township council.
Mr. Currelly then borrowed a tractor and spread the topsoil down which was the
foundation for the today's Coverdale Park.



"I can still remember Paul Currelly doing hour after hour of wheelies with that
borrowed tractor spreading that top soil," says Coun. Williams.

The success of the Cobourg Angels softball program established by Mr. Currelly
has been far reaching with players receiving United States college scholarships
for softball notes Deputy Mayor Bob Spooner.

Councillor Gail DeVeau, a former softball player who played for Mr. Currelly, says
she is thrilled that the Town is still going to recognize her former coach. Mr.
Currelly says Coun. DeVeau was a, "darn good second baseman."

"He was so encouraging and he made the game fun," says Coun. DeVeau. "You
never saw him mad. Paul has contributed so much to youth in the Town."

e Tags:
e News



P pl e dw/% ‘ .y R . |

(ﬂm 4’\#)% /W AM %’Wd/ﬁ/ﬁmﬁaﬁéﬁ&%&_”ﬁ_

e T T e

‘ Ine_ AT Yo n«fa# B




”7 Cm » ma,ﬁ

(i Wéa%/ 1c) Nlﬂﬁpé&/ﬂ/m ( vsue.

7l€a£o(«y(w osdkes caaf/CAeq@we /776«/442»4 Lo tfam —

Py before).

&CC_C'/C zf;:) (9 8'5)_.,,

}VL@MO\/Y@S e

ﬂ?%e

J“%

/4&% 7%4/ 5@()

e iht ﬁt&édfo/w w’ﬂ%ﬁ#\e —

W/}ﬁl 7/57 le M\Z{é/

/,/e L o&e@m,m/@ .

Fit w-%fwﬂ(’ /szg/cm/ﬁ/

ﬁﬂz Y Zish 7/‘/F cw&;# 0# c;ad/(:zs‘,ry g
s | e tnS  wner ‘waf/}{-/y&- wad NALL Abpal

Jv & vl

7 THE 5;4%7 iz

4 [T #oT

CQ@&W@QS

_ may_God_ BAEST

5' L' /(?Zﬂé« 772 I

B> )’[?

W }4“»' :



4/4»%44%%@%%5 o wthe } anel %ﬂm wnd Tmdi,

flud Oually - Sar oo

il Ccknih, Sfnots o dhead A Jande  and

He raa a9l Ogel | s of Massardls sl i

Ot Haghts andl piageis  afng and et cliynsliyp

:
4
I
:

ey, ol ollan, and &
- g Lo ﬂ;wc(/é ,% %ﬂ@% anol cw/éé&[ B
i |t ety e el






