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Thz’s booklet contains many short stories and events with
accompanying available pictures as experienced by a group of close
Jriends, who bonded together in Cobourg, Ontario during the 1942
to 1952 era. While the contents focus around just a few of the “Boys
of Summer” it was not written to exclude anyone and it was our
hope that everyone who shared with us the experiences of that era
in time, might see themselves amongst us in the pictures or simply

reflect on the fond memories of that “Time in Our Town”,
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W hile recently contemplating an often discussed compilation of stories from our youth, it struck me

that now was the time to act on this impulse, particularly in view of two very important events taking
place in the year 2001. Firstly. all of my boyhood friends would, like myself, be celebrating our sev-
entieth birthdays and in addition the Cobourg Collegiate West would be celebrating the 100th year of
existence with a reunion during July of 2001. It seemed that the timing of these two notable events
demanded action. During the past several months I had been leisurely writing down a number of
funny stories involving our group of close friends and decided to contact my friend Darce Campbell,
who, through all the years had kept the old pictures and write-ups for our group. We met in early
January realizing that our window of time to complete this booklet by the reunion date was fast clos-
ing. The results of our hurried research, writing, editing, rewriting, compiling and printing is in this
brochure. While many more pages could be added and many more names included, we trust that
those reading this will put their own name and story into our mix and simply enjoy some of the pic-
tures and memories from “The Boys of Summer”.

Some of the Cast of Hundreds:

Jack WHICOX.. ..oomunisimimmsimns “Japper”
Beinie Flegehmmssorasssmsrmgns “Bun”
Ken Mednurstiisumisimavins “Coon”
Johts FaR.cumwmmammmerenvenmmmonemmassssanss “Pot”
BOb JON8E it fchub®
Michael Markle.......o.ooseecismivissvivii “Mike”
George Charles. .o aismmmsmon “Gung”
John Campbell... oomunsmaiaes “Darce”

As in all of Cobourg, “nick” names were assigned at a young age by the group you hung out with
and each name carried a particular story regarding how it was selected. These “non names” have
stuck for over 60 years of deeply rooted friendships. We, as a group, wish to share with you a
glimpse of our beach, our trips, our teams, our fun times, our conquest of poverty and our friend-
ships which exist to this day.
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Canada's Finest Korean 1950 War .
PP.L.C. - Airborne Second from Left “Gung” Charles

“Cruise” Ship to Korea
“Gung” laps it up on his way to War. 1950

Yr. 1951
John Street Casualty

s

Sad news that one of our John ‘ . .
g . . L “Gung” is in Korea in the middle of a war. We are in constant mail
Street Boys was killed in action in

Korea. “Jim Morford’s” death

shakes us into reality that War is

contact. Decide to send Christmas package with usual socks, gloves,
toiletries, etc. Rules say no liquids. However, tin flask filled to brim with
) - y Canadian Club is neatly stacked in middle of socks for nondisclosure.
not an “adventure” but a horrible
Instructions accompany flask, “must not use until New Years Eve when we
waste of young men.
will have a party here and propose a toast at same time”, “Mike” arranges
a party at his house as parents are going out. “Coon”, “Japper”, “Chub”,
“Pot”, “Bernie” and “Darce” arrive and fill tub with ice and beer. Toast to
“Gung” big success. After his return he tells us he waited till midnight and
took a chance on asking his commanding officer to share with him and

army protocol dissolved.
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Stories from Onr [ime...

Dining Out “Indian Style”

An invitation to the “Charles
Home Restaurant” was
experience all of us remember.
Gung's grandmother who was
born in a wigwam passed on
her native cooking skills to
Gung’s mother Anne. His
father Herb provided much of
their tablefood from the land
through his skills as a hunter
and fisherman. He would
often take Gung and one or
two of his friends on his hunt-
ing and fishing trips. Herb
would always bring home fish
and game and Gung’s mother
would prepare it and bake pies
and Indian bread which we
often had for after school
treats. Everyone was welcome
in the Charles’ home which
became the focal point for our
gang for many years.

an

Gone Hunting

Herb takes Coon, Darce and
Gung hunting partridge. We
carry burlap bags and walk
directly behind Herb who
shoots a double barrel shotgun
from the hip. Gungs dog “Hut”
retrieves and the only dog that
actually climbs bent trees.

Gone Fishing

Herb and Hank take boys fishing.
Large sandwich pile sneakily
eaten by Garth Douglas who then
accuses Gung of eating them and

Herb lands on Gung.

The “Beanery Gang
Comes to Town”

During the 40’s many cities
formed “gangs” and the Toronto
Beanery Boys was considered
one of the toughest. They would
decide on a good “beach type”
town with a pavilion where they
could come on motor bikes in
force and literally take over a
town for the summer months.
The advanced guard “cased”
Cobourg and made it known they
would be back in force on the
following Saturday night dance at
the pavilion. The word went out
on the street that every fighter
was required that night to defend
a territory, They came and took a
look at the assemblage of huge
muscle power and immediately
left without incident and then
proceeded to opt for Wasaga
Beach.

Gone Swimming Escapade -
Darce, Gung, Boom Boom,
and Ray

Boom who can't swim over-
turns raft on Pratts Pond.
Darce loses one of his new
rubber boots. Can't find it in
mud below. Boots cost about
§1.99. Afraid to go home and
face mother.

Life Saver

Gung pulls out “Crown
Attorneys” dog from Pratts
Pond. Dog follows him home
and won't leave 11 Park Street.
Crown Attorney wants dog
back. Herb wants to give dog
back, says he has hard enough
time feeding his own. Dog dis-
agrees but finally forced to go

by stone throws.
Girls Enter Picture
Yrs 48 - 50
Very exclusive “Boys of
Summer” club infiltrated by
new phenomenon called
“Girls”. Noticeable change in

attitude toward opposite sex.
Beach parties at West-end
beach now seem much livelier.




Stories from &nr [ime...

Jail Cell Awaits

Our First War Yr 1941

Many fathers off to 2nd World
War. No more back of the
hand discipline for 4 whole
years. Run rampant now.
New bonds of friendship
formed that would last for 60
years.

Cheap Trip Around World
Year 1950

Gung volunteers for Korean
War. Completes Airborne
School and heads to Korea to
straighten out that mess.
Returns in 1952 for huge party.
Many letter exchanges to keep
him up-to-date on local hap-
penings, very cheap trip
around world.

Invading the Private Pool -
(Colonel Dumbles Pool)

With the only inground pool in
town the “temptation” was too
great. At 1:00 a.m. it’s quietly
over the fences, strip and slip
in for great swims and then
disappear into the night. They
never knew! The John Street
Boys had their own private
pool and thus moved up with
the elite in town.

Gung and Darce hitchhike to
Oshawa on a Friday to see
wrestling  matches. $3.00
between us. Get there and find
out its Saturday so decide to “stay
over” in Town Park. Police flash-
light awakes us from benches at
1:00 a.m. Darce tells Gung he’ll
handle it, talk, talk to this cop.
Cop doesn’t listen accuses us as
escapees from Bowmanville Boys
Correctional School. We end up
at Police Station. Gung suggests
Darce stop talking or we're going
into a cell. Calls to Cobourg get
Herb out of bed at 2:00 a.m. to
relieve his work partner who has
car and drives to Oshawa to pick
up 2 vagrants. Herb just thinks
it's funny.

Our Definition of
a Real Friend

Someone you can call and awak-
en in the middle of the night on a
workday and his first question
will be “are you all right” and not
“do you know what time of night
it is?”

Circus Comes to Town

Everyone loves a Circus, however
when we got there all hell broke
loose. Shine Davey accused the
“Shell Game” con man of cheat-
ing. The truth hurts, but Circus
lackey starts wielding a chain and
the war is on. Unfortunately for
the lackey and his cronies one of
their errant chain swings hits
Bernie and draws blood which
triggers the massacre with many
very tough locals participating.
Police called in to quell riot.
Circus leaves town very early
next day. Never did see that
Circus back in Cobourg.

Bob “Tonker” Thompson and
“Freddie” Loscomb our two new
“soulmates” from Oshawa and
Toronto arrive on scene to claim
popular Cobourg beauties for
wives. Many funny trips to
Toronto to ride streetcars with
Tonker.

Bob “Tonker” Thompson




Stories from Onr Lime...

Ken “Peck” Fleming

He is the sole reason we never
discuss with the outside world
the “stories” which assigned
each “Nick” name.

Bob Bevan

The only University graduate
from John Street. The great "I
am” who could not only say it
but could back it up with per-
formance. Size meant nothing
when it came to body contact
sport. A great John Street
product.

Henry “Hank” Fields

Hank grew up in Roseneath
area where his father was the
local Doctor. He earned quite
a reputation in High School
and when the second War
commenced he joined up and
went overseas, returning in
1945. There was a large
parade at wars end and Hank
showed up with Red Strides
which totally stunned the other
Vets but impressed all of us as
the Fashion Leader of the day.
Soon everyone was sporting
strides with Large Knees and

(cont)

Small Cuffs and the array of
colours went from Red to Purple
to Pea Green or any other bright

colour you could find. Henry
introduced our group to a
"Nightcap” which  certainly

launched our party times.

Bill Hessin - Tell us Another One

The consummate joke teller who
laughs harder at his own. Never
the same one. Irony is he gets
nose sliced in hockey game,
bleeds profusely, put in Hospital
to stop bleeding with clamps. On
our quick visitation Doctor tells
us he is “not” to laugh since
clamps will fly and bleeding reoc-
cur. “All we needed to know!”
Many funny stories told to him.
accomplished, no
sympathy, much gore.

Mission

“Boom Boom” Baker

A legend in his own time, every-
one has a story about “Boom”
and all of them are wild. Pick
your own from a multitude that
exceeds the stars in number and
content.

Roy Young -
Feeds the Hungry

He drives the “Potato Chip”
truck and frequently shows up
at Kelly's with free chips which
must be washed down with
some kind of liquid. Our free
chip supply never ends. Roy
went on to join American Air
Force and made it a career.
Information is he went back to
school and attained a PhD.
Who said we were illiterate?

Some John Street Area Boys

Edward “Ted” Brown, Gerald
“Dick”  Turpin, “Flynn”
Flannagan, Wilf Cowan, Bob
and Jack Bevan, Armand,
Andre and Bob Clemens, Bud
and “Ducky” Mulvaney, Jack
and Bill Black, Bill “Gits”
Gallagher, “Coon” Medhurst,
Lyle Hircock, “Mike” Markle,
“Japper” and Ken Wilcox,
“Darce”, Jim and Roly
Campbell, Jim Morford, Bob
and Syd Merry, Bill Bowen,
Eugene and Verne Dowdell,
Bill Simpson, Bud Lane, John
Hilliard Ross, “Chief” and
“Gung” Charles, Ken “Peck”
Fleming, “Pot” and “Timer”
Fox, Bernie “Bun” Flesch,
Mike, Jerry and Clem Flesch,
John Sprague, Bob Wilson, Bill
Mellis, “Flip” Ivey, George
Throop, Monte Holman.
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Early Life on the Beach

How to Earn Money Easy “A” -
an intro to “Free Enterprise in
Motion” Americans use car
ferry for excursions to Cobourg
beach on Wednesday, Friday,
Saturday and Sunday all sum-
mer. We attend their depar-
tures ‘“‘requesting” (begging)
for their coins. They toss them
from the high decks to the pier
and water, the diving and
scrambling is on. Bernie
works the pier, Gung and
Darce work the water diving
off the pier and the landing
tower. Get to coins before
they disappear in the murky
harbour water.

Penalties for Easy Money “B”

Town fathers and Police do not
take kindly to “beggars” who
“mar” tourist trade. Scourge is
on. Many trips to Police sta-
tion. Boom Boom, Darce and
Bernie caught and threatened
to be sent to “Bowmanville
Boys Correctional Facility”.
Have doors to bus open when
“crying act” finally gets results.
No jail term. Back to begging.
Remember earning $1.50 for an
hours work would keep you
on the beach for two days.
The Original Beach Boys -

Yrs 1948, 1949

Darce and Gung rent “tent” in
trailer park at beach. The party is
on. All the guys convene at our
“estate”. Dance pavilion 100 feet
away, beach and water 100 feet
away. Darce works as lifeguard,
does not go home from June to
September (other than laundry).
Gung, Darce and Mike swim in
Mayor’s Trophy 1/2 mile Labour
Day Race. First year water tem-
perature 52 degrees, piece of
cake we win 3 times and keep
trophy.

Beach Play

“Bernie”, “Darce”

Backdrop - Left to right
“Pavilion” “Trailer Park” for
famous “Tent” and
back of bandshell - 1950

©

So What's your Problem?
“Bernie”

“Gung”, Carl Snelgrove,
“Darce”, “Bernie”

1949
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Hamburgers at the “Pav’

Buddies at the Beach Park .
Left to right

Left to Right “Coon” Medhurst, Doreen Pittuck,
“Dunc” Fisher, “Bernie” Flesch, “Chub” Jones, “Japper” Wilcox, “Bernie” Flesch
“Darce” Campbell, “Mike™ Markle Marge “Red” McKeever - 1950

Left to right

Marge “Red” McKeever, Bob Faking it at the Harbour
Bevan, “Japper” Wilcox, “Coon” “Boom Boom” Baker, “Darce”, “Gung”
Medhurst, Doreen Pittuck
1950




Lowest Paid Best Job
in the World
Lifeguard Cobourg Beach 1949
“Darce”

Trailer Park Cobourg
Beach, home of our
Infamous Tent

[ Early Beach ] |
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Beggars Save Life

During car ferry departure young girl falls through pier into har-
bor. Gung climbs down under pier and Darce goes into water
and hauls her up to Gung. After the excitement we go back to
begging. Had a good “take” that day. Received William
Lowney Young Canada Award.
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From Cobourg Harbour
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YOUNG CANADA CLUB
Honour Award Certiﬂeate

This Hodgler A
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merit, thareby furthering the high traditions of the Young
Canada Clib, truly esemplifying its motlo “Sofely Tivst

9«»




Two Sea Cadets and a Girl Guide
“Coon” Medhurst, Marion Kellough, “Japper” Wilcox
Even Young girls Like Navy guys

1945 - On the Deck of the “Magedoma”
Rotary Island Gananoque
Sea Cadets Camp
“Gung” and “Chub”

T e T

—r——

Port Hope, Cobourg, Oshawa combined
Bands and Corps summer 1945

Admiral of the Fleet
“Mike” Markle




AWOL Sea Cadets

V-"]” Day 1945 entire Cadet
Corps comes to mainland
Gananoque from Rotary Island
Camp for afternoon parade
and celebration. Three cadets
inform their buddies to bring
home their duffle bags and
they set out to hitchhike back
to Cobourg for Hometown cel-
ebration. Bill Simpson, “Coon”
Medhurst and “Darce”
Campbell cause severe con-
cerns for Navy who are missing
three cadets. Hitchhikers get
as far as Colborne just 16 miles
from destination. End up
sleeping on three chairs in
lobby of old Hotel. No cele-
bration.

Life at Sea Cadets Camp - Yrs
1943 - 1945

The rich went to private sum-
mer camps. The rest of us
joined the Sea Cadets and went
to the finest “free” camp the
Government could buy. We
thought paradise had finally
arrived. Imagine boxing, base-
ball, swimming and sailing
amongst the Thousand Islands,
three super meals a day and an
army cot of our own at night.
It doesn’t get any better than
this. Two weeks of memories
forever for Gung, Coon, Chub,
Darce and Japper.

How to get Yacht Duty or
Preferential Treatment

The Navy was assigned two
Harbourcraft and two private
lend-lease yachts for camp use.
The Harbourcraft went over to
Gananoque and the yachts to the
private islands which housed the
brass. The Midshipman prepared
a list covering each of the two
weeks for two cadets to each craft
for a day which assured those
cadets many privileges. Those
Midshipman were not prepared
for the “street wise” John Street
boys who altered the names on
the posted list to secure triple
duty days. Only once did one of
them question us that we had
been there before, which we of
course denied.

Bottom row - left to right

Sea Cadet Train

We board the train at Cobourg
bound for Gananoque Island
Sea Cadet Camp. Full parade
dress soon taken off on very
hot July day. All clothing
thrown inside large overhead
luggage compartments. About
Kingston “Gung” climbs up
into compartment and begins
throwing uniforms down to
seats but throws one set right
out the open windows. He
laughs loudly thinking one of
us would not make parade
square. Low and behold it’s
his uniform that flew out. Now
the real laughter begins. He
attends parade in a tee shirt.

Darce Campbell, unidentified, unidentified, Andy McLauchlan, Japper Wilcox
Middle row - left to right
George “Gung” Charles, Don “Yo Yo” Ashton, unidentified,
Chub Jones, Jack “Tate” Taylor, Ken “Coon” Medhurst

Back row - left to right
Monte Holman, Bill “Weems” Jamieson, Ab Bailey, unidentified,
®um’dentified, Paul “Crow” Jex



Photo donated couﬁesy of Philip Gustar

Picture taken at Dr. Hawkins High School Campus, 1945 for the High School Army Cadet Inspection
Back Row- left to right
George Gould, Bruce Gustar, Chick Bowen, Bill Rowlings, Henry Blackwell, Paul Jex,
. Carl (Dick) Paden (Bandmaster), Jim Watt, Ralph Martin, Howard Tobin,
Philip Gustar, Charlie Tann, Jack Elliott, Harold McBride, Frank Guy
Front Row - left to right
Jack Greer, unidentified, Don Ashton, Monty Holeman, Bev Rollings, Bill Percy,
Charles Trenouth, Albert Bailey, unidentified, Sid Freeman, Ross Porteous, Jack Taylor

1945 - Sea Cadet Camp - Rotary Island Gananoque
The Navy prides a number of two man sailing skiffs which can be signed out for sailing on the St.
Lawrence River. Coon and Darce launch out with instructions form the Midshipman that upon return
and reentry to pier area sail must be dropped and centre keel lifted to avoid hitting heavy rocks in har-
bour. Coon is on the rudder, Darce drops the sail coming in but forgets the keel blade and resultant
rock disaster is well recorded. Future requests from duo denied.




Movie Theatre
During second World War 1940 to 1945 tickets
for movies were $0.25

. : Studying the stock market quotations
! at the beach
“Darce” & “Coon” The Oshawa Connection “Freddy” Loscombe
“Gung” Charles

Beach Park

“Tim” Rolphe & “Japper” Wilcox| :
Two Apes 1950 3
“Bernie” & “Coon”
1950




A Night at Hadfield Hall
Very exclusive private girls school where Cobourg street urchins were not welcome by Headmistress.
However, fire escape ladders up the back walls made for easy access and many happy “giggling”
girls. Also provided quick way down the sliding escape ladders.

» In front of
= Cobourg Cafe
1949
left to right
Bernie, Gung,
“Ev” Pittuck,
Darce

“Romers” Dictatorship
Cobourg Collegiate West
A day with “Romer” MacKenzie-the illustrious
Dictator at Cobourg Collegiate who took delight in
throwing boys against walls and pillars until one
of the “urchins” knocked him down the West
stairs. He did not come back up for more.

Creamery Corner Darce, Mike, Bernie - 1950

® e




1951 - Coon, Darce
Hanging Out

1952 - Home for Christmas - Darce, Joyce Lane, Gung

1952 - Darce, Gung, “Crowy” Hart

A New Phase Begins

Two Newlyweds

Are you sure there is not a way to turn the clock
~ back and restart the games.
. Darce, Gung
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FROM THIS MOTLEY CREW CAME;

Hockey players, baseball players, basketball players, football players, skiers, swimmers, boxers, golfers
and subsequently; tradesmen, executives, doctors, entrepreneurs, retailers, pilots, bankers, salesmen,
fathers and grandfathers - WHO KNEW!!

top - left to right
Bob Wilson, Bill Jamieson, “Darce” Campbell, Ellis Reid, “Eagle” Hircock, David “Nibs” Noble

middle - left to right
“Buck” Litster, Bill Black, Ron Lee, George Westover, Monte Holman

front - left to right
Douglas Baker, David Hill, “Chub” Maclvor, Clarence Page, John Jenkins

absent
Bill Simpson, Gerald Walker, Jack Hughes, Charles Throop, “Coon” Medhurst

@,




Muskoka Trip

Alex McKeen borrows car from friend for
weekend excursion to Cottage Country.
Bernie, Mike, Pot, Coon and Darce pile in
and head North. Have car trouble and stop
at two bay garage. Car is placed over grease
pit for undercarriage inspection.  While
repairs going on, the “watergun” fight com-
mences circling the car. Unfortunately for
Mike he does not see second open grease pit
and disappears to the bottom scraping both
shin bones going down. Laughter prevails
while Mike bleeds and lies in grease and oil.
Finally decide to help him out. No sympathy
from this group. Saga does not end there.
Upon our return home Alex broadsides
another car North of Port Hope wrecking
friends car. No one hurt, laughter prevails for
poor Alex who must now face “ex” friend
with banged up car.

You Must be Properly Dressed to Catch Fish
Gung Charles, Erve Downey,
Jane Downey

Gung Charles
Ted Curtis

Two Movie Stars Undiscovered
1952 Gung Bernie

The “Games” are Over

Best buddies enter the world of work, marriage,

families, homes and responsibility but friendships never end
Bernie, Darce
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“Little Joe” Ing - proprietor
Ruth “Brown” Brock (a faithful employee for over 50 years)

Cobourg Cafe “Little Joe”

Gathering place late at night after all “watering holes” closed. Also great arena for “Saturday Night
Fights!”. Three very big and very ugly Lumberjacks appear loaded and looking for trouble. Gung,
Bernie, Eugene Dowdell and Bob Bevan with “armcast” oblige. Results very swift, locals “3”,
instigators “0”. Joe calls police but over before arrival. Gung, Bernie and Eugene go to jail.
Bob Bevan provides bail.
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Excursion to Port Dalhousie
1950 - Photo Booth
Darce, Bernie

On the Top Deck of S.S. No. 2
Heading to Rochester
Chub, Darce, Gung, Bernie, Pot,
Peck, Boom, Japper, Coon, Mike
Resting up to hit Stoneys Bar
1949

Rochester Arrival

Ninety eight steps up the escarpment to waiting taxis.
Head straight for Stoneys Bar. The party is on.

Sea Sickness

Gung Charles, Boom Baker, Bernie Flesch, Pot Fox, Mike Markle, Peck Fleming, Coon Medhurst,

Chub Jones, Japper Wilcox, Darce Campbell spend night at Peck Flemings screened porch getting
ready for early morning cruise departure to Rochester. All hands pool resources so everyone to crap
game on front deck and we end up with seventy-two dollars which is a fortune and assures us of a
very large party at Stoneys Bar in downtown Rochester. Many sick boys but Gung much sicker. Call
ship medic on way home and he prescribes that nothing wrong with him that ten hours sleep won't

cure. It must have been the food! It only happened on the way home! Strange!




The Beach
S.S. No. 2 docked
S.S. No. 1 loading

Railroad cars

Our private swimming
pool harbour

WATENFRONT COBQURG
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THE HARBOR, COBOURG. ONTARIO, CANADA €5

Car Ferry, Cobourg to
Rochester, At Landing on the
American side




On Board - The Dining Salon
Steamship Ontario No. 2
Cobourg - Rochester Steamship Route
Canadian National Railways

» L (-
e CAR FERRY, COBOURG.ONT

CANADA
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. Canada S.S. Ontario No. 1 entering Port at Cobourg
Cobourg - Rochester Steamship Route
Canadian National Railways

Car Ferry, Cobourg, Ont

What Music?

The Music Room
Steamships Ontario, Nos. 1 & 2
Cobourg - Rochester Steamship

Route
Canadian National Railways
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Inside the Pavilion
Left to right
“Dutchy” Van Buren
with Georgina,
Carole Campbell (24
hour bride), Joyce
Lane, Verda
Battersby, Betty
Blackwell, Jon
Fisher, “Gung”
Charles, “Darce”
Campbell (groom),
“Japper” Wilcox,
Anna-Marie (Hall)
Charles

“Tapper” Wilcox and Delores “Arch” Campbell
Inside the Pav

“Pogy” Lavis




Inside the “Pav”

left to right - back row: Betty (Sleeman) Lazenby,
Dutchy van Buren, Gung Charles

front row: Carole (Banks) Campbell (24 hour bride), Darce
Campbell (groom), Japper Wilcox, Boom Boom Baker

The “Pav” Contingent
left to right -

Rowena Hamilton (Landymore),
Betty Waite (Nicholas),
Ruth Waite (Seymour),

Ida Hamilton (Ashby)

Brooklin New Yorks Finest
The “Pav” ticket taker
“Brooksie”

gm0 TS

b £55

Brooksie and Tom Savage - behind the pavilion

Canteen at the Pa
Gord Healey, Shamy Shaw, Brooksie
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Getting “Ready” to go the “Pav”
Bud Lane, Bill Turland,
“Japper” Wilcox, Delores
(Campbell) Turland, “Darce”
Campbell (groom), Carole
Campbell (bride), “Gung”
Charles, Anna-Marie (Hall)
Charles

: e : Pavilion, Victoria Park,
e Ely b Cobourg

-

Bandshell & Pavilion
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BALTIMORE HOTEL, COBOURG. ONTARIO CANADA

The Blue Room at the Baltimore
Small room in Hotel beverage area with one ground level window for escape hatch during routine police
inspections for underage beer drinkers. Gung, Bernie, Darce, Pot, Mike, Chub, Japper and Coon! All
prewarned by Coon’s dad “Jessie the bartender” and everyone out the window. The eight bottles on the
table were explained by Jessie that they were all in the men’s washroom, seemed to work!

® .
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The “Famous” Dunham Hotel




1945 - The staff at “Kellys”
Homelike Inn

Inside Kelly’s
left to right
Kenny Wilcox, Bill Turland,
Bus Kelly, John Fisher, Chub
Maclvor and “Bun” Flesch
1952
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The Circle N Ranch Gang
Large “Cavalry” Unit formed from
John Street recruits to prove their
prowess racing horses at highest
speed. Many horses and riders go

down, some into wire fences. Some
breaking saplings in half and some
into stone piles. Remnant reaches
barn. Casualties high but all will be
back next Sunday.

The Cirlce N Ranch Gang 1948 - 1949
left to right
“Peck” Fleming, Carl Snelgrove, “Japper” Wilcox,
“Bernie” Flesch, “Darce” Campbell, “Gung” Charles,
“Chub” Jones, “Dunc” Fisher, unidentified

AT

More of the Gang
Front _
Mike Markle, Bob Bevan, Bernie Flesch, Pot Fox,

“Peck” Fleming
Centre

“Tapper” Wilcox
Back

“Gung” Charles, Carl Snelgrove, “Dunc” Fisher,
“Coon” Medhurst, unidentified




Classy Rider
“Tapper” Wilcox

Circle “N” Caper
The whole Cavalry heads for
Circle “N” Ranch for “light”
brigade training. Mike is terri-
_fied of snakes, so on our way in
to Ranch “Peck” picks up a
garter snake from road and puts
it in Mike’s pocket. The result-
ant hollering can be heard in
Cobourg 10 miles away. Just no
sympathy with these guys.

Small Posse
Bernie Flesch, “Carl” Snelgrove, “Darce” Campbell

v



St. Mikes Public School
“Fight” Day at School 1937 - 1945

Early introduction to fight game - Playground gladiators ring
Everyone gathered to see the heavyweights “go” New kids were tested early. Some fights lasted
through whole recess and reconvened after 4 o’clock buzzer. The beginning of Cobourg Boxing Club.

Cobourg Boxing Club
Local Boxing Club formed -
Headquartered in Market
Square building which housed
speed bags, heavy bags and a
legal sized ring for sparring
and training.




Gone to Boxing Match

Gung and Darce hitckhike to
Toronto, Oakwood Stadium,
Chief is main event with Gus
Rubicini for Ontario
Middleweight Champ and
Johnston Wax Trophy. We
have no money so climb fence
to get in. Caught by guard
police and taken to office.
Gung has them contact Chief
who says we come in to his
corner or no fight. We get in,
Chief wins. We sit on floor in
back of car to get home.

Murray Schwartz
comes to Town

Life takes on new meaning in
boxing ring and at boxing club
in market building. Everyone
fights.  Bernie, Gung, Buz,
Coon, Chub, Japper, Darce and
Cobourg’s Best “The Chief”
plus many more. Big amateur
fight night in Victoria Opera
Hall.

A Dollar a Round

“Promoter” Schwartz drives by all
the “boys” heading to the beach
at 10:00 a.m. Big Cadillac stops
and says do you guys want to
earn 3 bucks? The reply is who
do we have to kill for that big
money. It just happens to be
General Motors Picnic Day in
Oshawa Park and the promoter is
in charge of the entertainment of
the workers with a fight card but
needs punching bags.
Japper, Kenny Wilcox, Timer Fox,
Darce and Chub all volunteered.
The hitch was that you got 1 buck
for each round you stayed. we
had not been in ring since winter
time so the punching bags were
ready. Pile all into Cadillac. Fight
time 1:00 p.m. Darce goes first
rides fast bike as usual, has
bloody nose but gets the first 3
bucks. Japper knocks his guy

some

down 3 times, loses decision (no
hometown judges of course).
Timer kills his guy loses decision,
I think we were 0 for 5 which
pleased the Home Crowd.

Dec 6, 1948
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Amateur fights held in
beautiful Opera House in
Victoria Hall.

Legal size ring installed
on stage and very large
crowds would come to see
the fight card.
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Morning After Fight

George “Gung” Charles
1947
Gung returns from Peterborough after very difficult match with policeman. He is badly bruised (above)
but wins fight. Resides with the Campbells and is severely questioned by “Elsie” as to what hap-
pened to him because she says, “you look awful!!”, Gung replies, “Don’t you want to know how I
made out in the fight?”, Elsie in her wisdom says, “what difference does it make?”




Kiw&nis Boxing Show
Had Plenty Of Action
“Chief' Charles Wins

The second Kiwanis boxing severe trouncing, Tom fought

= wamalts and efored mare than a

" Emerson ‘Chief’ Charles fighting'n 1950s

Emerson “Chief” Charles fighting in 1950s
Cobourg’s most famous boxer turned professional and fought
out of Patterson, New Jersey. Went to a six round decision with
Joey Giardello then World Welterweight Champ

—_—

Timor Fox and Bun Flesch
hooked up in another bout that
saw plenty of action. Flesch, who
appeared the more accomplisheq
of the two, took his time and as
the fight progressed began o
land the more telling blows and
was pummelling his man freely in
the final round to take the decis-
ion.

Cobourg’s new found pugilistic
hero *“Chief” Charies. invaded the
rings of Peterborouzh last Thurs-
day night and scalned another vic-

Charles of Cobourg. 145, outpointad

a Jot. But the Chief started tag-
ging him in the second with looo-

told an edge. He downed Dannv
for three in the third with s right
to the whiskers and kept coming in
though McGregor was ity and
i game, and threw a few back. It was
the Chief’s bout.

® + @

Another Indian chap frem Co-
bourg, George Charles—weizhing
118—won s decision over Louis Car-
veth of Peterborongh 118 also. He
siarted like a buxz saw with a twe

land plenty, Charles’ stabbing left
gave him the margin. In the third
he nsed s sharp right to the whis.
kore te guin 4 as Louis fought back
hard, but when down once for no

on & slip. It was s nice fight.
® ¢ o

|

tim. The following account was,
taken from the Examiner — Chiefl'

i Danny MoGregor, 148, of Peter-:

borough in a three-round prelim.
Dan won the first with his speed
and aggressiveness, Charles missing |

SRR,

ing right uppercuts to the head :oj




Northumberland Ski Club

In the mid 1940’s a ski club was formed and was given the use of
the Northumberland Forest area just North of Baltimore. There were
3 “runs”; Junior, Intermediate and Senior with “rope tow” to the top.
A volunteer ski instructor from Montreal soon had many of our group
on skis. Some excellent like Gung and Bernie and one or two not
so good at skiing but capable of running into a few trees (Darce).
The town ran ski buses on the weekends and a very generous mayor
“Joe Smith” would give free bus tickets and tow tickets to those who
could not finance the trip. It was a full day of skiing and mingling
at the chalet with a new phenomenon called “girls”. The introduc-
tion of this new “breed” commenced the downfall of the gladiators
by a subtle force.

SKI CHAMPIONS

Left to Right
Ken Booth,
“Gung” George Charles
Philip Calnan

;Charlu Wins |
‘CrossCougfigry

——

;On Satu_ ay

thy Ted Marting

Phaw!' Puffl Cipsp!’
O Raturday altetnoon sl the !
Narthhumberiang Forest 8k1 Club,
alx ambltous  local boys . entered

fn & five mile croas-country raee
1t took plenty aut of the hoys and
they all agresd that perfect con.
dlilening  was  atmolutely  essential

for Akl rasing

The Senior Hill
Marty McGuire

©

The iy skt event of the vear was the
school mect which was held on Feb. 22.
schools were inwited, tour answered, three
could enter teams, and on the day of the meet
only Port Hope showed up.

Nevertheless, a successtul meet was held:
with good old C.C1 takng the new trophy
presented by Mr. ] J. McTague. The ski:
ream consisted of Ken Booth, Gearge Charles,
and Philip Calnan. ;

In the indindual rices Bob Hancock and
Mike Jarvis of Port Hope came first and
second and Philip Calnan came third in the
Downhill event. The slalom race was won :
by Georze Charles with Tommy Krackenburg |
and Philip Calnan tinishing behind him.

Pat Maher back at the school prepared at
delicious supper and after that the skiers Rad
a dance.

The local merchants donated prizes mdi
quLl H
The skiing this year was improved by thes
addition of a new tow leading three new :
runs which were in use well into March ult4
even the diehards were forced to oil up their ;
slats and want all next year. ¥

e

SKI NEWS
PJ.C.

The Cobourg Collegiate Ski Team of
48 was composed of Ken Booth, John
Emery, Victor Emery, George Charles,
Ted Curtis, Douglas Clark and Philip
Calnan, Jane Nichols, Joan McCaig and
Mary Webb.

The team took part in the Oshawa
Collegiate Meet at Erimacombe's Hill
and the Peterborough Collegiate Meet
at Bethany. John Emery made a very
good showing in Oshawa and George,
Charles won the silver cup f&“& ;
combined times at Peterboroug! ;

"

Eat Your Heart out Guys
Mary Webb, Jane Nichols,
Joan McCaig




BANTAMS

Risn—Monty Holmsn b1, Don Geody tRFDY, Lex Bruce (HE.}, Archie Campbell (LF, Danid

Nobde ¢(1.F.3.
Front—Tom Wilon (R, Wilfred Cowin (143, Dale Dillon
Brown (L.G.).

1RO, Bl

Led by Cobourg’s terrific forwards
Campbell and Brown, and their rear-
guard Martin and Cowin, plus the able
agsistance of Medhurst, Charles and
Dillon, the Cobourg Squad at all times

had their opponents worried.

Our Second Basketball Team
1946

The only thing they were
worried about was whether
we would cross-check or tack-
le them.

Jsmsesan

tfentye !, ;"A

Bill “Weems” Jamieson
Cobourg Collegiate West
Athlete of Year and
Ravensdale Trophy Winner

1948

JUNIOR BASKETBALL TEAM
' Eront Row—T. Martin, D. Clarke, J. Norton, M. Holman, Coach, Mr. H. Allan.

Campbell, D. Dillon, W. Cowin, G. Charles, G.-Lawless.

<.



Our Last Basketball Team 1948

Left to right

Top - Monty Holman, Fred McMillan, Bob Bevan, Ted Brown, Ken Booth, “Darce” Campbell
Front - “Pedro” Allen, Coach

g
g.
3

1
3
1

i
i
h
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Marty McGuire, Bob Wilson, Bill Jamieson, “Bambi” Gillespie, D. Clarke, Don Goody

The Coboury Collagists sesier 10 points himeelf. Quiglay, Allend.
baskotball tesmn, the samae squad of | 7 Bevan snd Ball were tied with|
with 13 peists d
deys who represemted Cobeury in e s
e rocant f11-fated OABA, Pre- ss ’“‘":‘L’:: o ”‘:
vineial finals, mat wi batier 3
toek last week in the invitational in the seoring, the beys teak ad

toursament st Queen’s University,

Kingston.

For the sscond straight year,
the joeal club retorned home ss
Champlons of the lournsment.
After dropping & close one peint
declaion to Ballevilie in e firsy

vantage of the oeeasion Lo thazpen
their seoring eyes for tha tougher
| conteste ta folbew. ’

Third Gaws ¢
This game sent Lha  team inln'
sction for the third time in twonty- |
four hours when they feund th--i
solves stacked vp sgeingt the Bells.
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Twelve Feet Tall
Coon

Take That
Darce, Coon

What Difference Does it Make
Dunc, Japper

Get Out of the Way
Bernie

Take That
Japper

Ryder Cup Foursome
(The Moving Company)
Japper, Darce, Bernie, Coon

-
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Bernie

Perfect Putt

EL

What a Drive
Darce, Dunc, Coon
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First Union Protest

The boys are caddies at
Cobourg Golf Club. Always
carry double bags $0.30 a bag,
each 9 holes, so big money,
$1.20 for 18 holes. Hottest day
in summer. We are in caddy
shack and call comes for two
caddies. We decide swimming
is more comfortable so refuse
and head down to Pratts Pond.
Turned down big money, first
protesters.

Professional Golf Tour

Blossoming professionals re-
write rules and etiquette for
golf. Sneak on to Cobourg
Golf Course at second hole
and play through eighth, all
located on “other” side of
tracks which suited where we
“lived” Much more fun than
our “caddy” days and rules not
in play. Strangely not long
after our devastation they con-
vert course to housing devel-
opment. Many “unit” excava-
tions already dug.

“Tiger Who" Ernie Els as a Junior
Japper and Darce Coon

1oa255 (42
FRIS, (‘«L/

Cobourg Golf Club
We “Caddied” For this Group




Caddy Shack

Clubhouse

Nint i 7
nth Green Hircock Farm The first T
st Tee

The Ninth Green

" S =

Bcwen Allen Men's Goli Final
: % L) Melvor i sunday Feamres

:\:::p fieason"s Golf ‘Bowen, Meclvor
pe tions Here Bt Been. 1 T i Do
Metvor S\mduv mnmmg at nioe

Billy Boweu Places ' e
¥ - nbouvt men's 2ol mun *Mmmon-

m ontan J 1 ship Bowen and Melvee reached
o r. rne fimals tast weck-end after &

iengihy competition that saw many

oakdale ‘ members fali by the waysde Play-

i ing for the fadies rhnmpinnsh‘.u st

a date vel i0 he announced w:il be

M!& Jean, Allen and Mra Dorce
Barr

Billle Bowen. 19 vear old m'tend-

pilly  fowen, CTobourg’s le
* ad- WW
fog junior golfer, came ninth in e e




Racing to Glory

“Pot” Fox with trophy and
traditional winners headdress
awarded by 6 Nations Reserve
Branford for winner of 75 mile

Mossport “Indian Summer

Race”

Around the Turn
“Pot” Fox

Joba (Pot) Pox of Cobsuny is caugnt by the camers was the second event he entered this year and his #
rovngGing = turn al Havewood Acres at Jurvis sarler  ond straight second place finigh.  He was rum
this month. Driving s Matchiess Road Racing Motors - to Toronto’sx Mike Duff, of Europesn racing  fa
cyrle, John Dnished second in the rase; averaging over  his first atart,  Fox, sponsored hy Hillm"ﬁ
50 miles a0 hour o the saphall,  winding traek. It . raees again st Mosport this weekend, ¢




Lacrosse

1943

No organized leagues in

field
lacrosse in Public School Yard

Cobourg so we play
with no nets and no limits on
rules

Tennis
1945 - 1950

The Double Tennis Courts sat
in front of the Cenataph Area
of the Park. When the Town
installed lights for night play
we figured out how to open
the switch box without keys so
our games would start after
midnight and go on into the
early morning. No one around
to bother us.

Gymnastics

The High School rendition of
tumbling on mats was far too
unimaginative for our guys.
Town installs a set of rings and
trapeze and high bar directly
behind Pavilion on the sand.
All participate with no idea of
what we are doing. Many fall
with minor injuries but “Gung”
very difficult “fly
away” and snaps ankle at land-

attempts

ing. We carry him to doctors
office near Chateau Hotel for
treatment. Workouts continue

next day.
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DeCiroot
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Mary
Logan, ll.‘b‘!., ladies
and’ M. Hous

5
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[ D
Tadies singles, A, Loma db
fested. 3. Twidele, 15, 84

High School Rifle Team
1947

Left to right
Top - Vic Hewson, Bob Meggs, George “Gung”
Charles, Bill Spiers

Middle - Ken Booth, Bob Wilson, Marty
McGuire, Chuck Harrot

Front - Not identified, F. Bolger, Bill Thompson,
“Pud” Jamieson, Gordon King

Racing Pigeons

John Street area has the largest concentration of racing pigeon lofts,
Mike Markle, Coon Medhurst, Pot Fox, Darce Campbell, Japper
Wilcox and Hillier family. The neighbours were not too enthusiastic
when everyone let their birds out together for exercise runs. Pot and
Coon continue to improve their racing stock and have won many
professional races in the 500 mile range.

Billiards

We had to sneak in the back windows of Cliff Pages Pool Parlor
(underage) and Charlie Pearson would let us play at the back table
until we were of legal age. He said you don't play on the “First” table
for money until you are old enough and good enough. Someone
asked a definition of steel nerves; Here is mine: When you are play-
ing a very large and very tough stoker from the Car Ferry on his pay-
day for five dollars and you are 17 years old and don't have the five
bucks. That's nerve or stupidity but never did get beat up.

@



Mike Mar

“Town League
Notes
TOWN LEAGUE BATTING
AVERAGES INCLUDING 3
- PLAYDFY . GAMES ’
"AB. Hits

2
k-
0
33

18

24
14
4.
a8
WILSON MOTORS

‘Buck . Rbonrin I 3
Quigley .......... 3 pL
CHTRE. . . %o 3 4
Bizsomette . ... 38 i
M:Dornaid .. 13 4

. Hpmiey . P 1 1 3
{ r

- . coory’

-
L

: 2 8. Riss

< Jim Medhurst » 130 a3

PCrJack Bevan s 8 a2

Lean oo - L ) 0

Tom (nens . 40 X x25

Krwin e € 3 m

DeEw¥ | oo 0 3 30

3 Turmn e 2 278

C. Angrens e 8 o
Abrahan 8 4 s 4 85

Home Rips—EX<ri base Ny Moo
~e BT L% hneva 3 Jormmens
Qs Jutk Galiey

¢f: ss: Lean rf: Andrews 1 |
Hilliard 3b: Kewin p: Caffin ef

WILION MOTORS--Hie p: Johas
¢, Smoke cf: Cordett ib; Brooks
14 Crowe 3. Bastien ss: Hawge
b Bert Medhurst rf.

Umplers—Dick Turpin +at phate
A W, Brown fon basest. |
Fxirs  Sase hits—Hom ran.
Brocks, Jack Terpin. Bert Med-

hurst, Three base hit, Cordett; |

Tws base hits, Jeck Bevan, Hawke.

poa
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Dunc Fisher
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“Bernie” Flesch Pete Galaski Darce qampbell
Port Hope Senior Flyers

Agineourt And !
Campbell Return
Against Juniods

Agincourt Junfors will returmi
for their second visit af the sex.
son this Saturday tn meet oo
bourg Card Juniers, @ wha
promises 1o be & rip snortin sf-
falr since the twn clubs are now
deadiocked at one game each

With Agiheourt will be Darch

Campbell whn is one of *he great-

Darce est all saround sthietes ever pro-
ducsd in Cobourg Campbel! 15 2

Campbell softbalier of note and will be up
against his okd team mates in us
f one.
[ The local dove will have Iheir
;mn lineup on h4id and will try
| to give Campbell and hie ceow «
| softball lesson they'll remember

i
e

Cobourg Legion Juniors
Our last ballteam together

Ontario Finalists - 1950 New Toronto
Ontario Finalists - 1951 Port Robinson




1949 - Famous Ball Team

Top - Mike Markle, Coach Jim Medhurst
Middle - Peck Fleming, Coon Medhurst, Ted Brown, Ed Caffin, Chub Jones, Japper Wilcox
Bottom - Darce Campbell, Pot Fox, Bat Girl - Beth Ormerod, Dunc Fisher, Bun Flesch

Year 1949
A Trip to the “Sticks”

Famous ballteam invited to play the farmers in Hastings. Load everyone in Fisher Dairy truck and
wildly drive to Hastings in order to teach these “Hicks” how to play ball. Gung and Bernie have very
short pitching careers. Some balls hit out of park and across road to rink. Substantial loss to
farmers drives all to Dairy truck which carries much beer.




A Major League Ballplayer - Bill Jamieson is drafted by “Philadelphia Phillies’

1]

sent to minors, but returns to Canada goes back to school and becomes
a doctor in London, ON, married highschool sweetheart Marion Kellough

Jamieson Hurls
For Eight Innings,{ 4To

Sports Get Two In 9th;
Judges At Home Tonight

- MONROE, La.—(Spll—Southpaw Bill Jamieson twirled eight
innings of hitless ball last night us the Pine Bluff Judges downad
the Monroe Sports, 4 to |, before a Ladies Night crowd of 1,227,

jameson, a Canadian, allowed only two men to reacn
base. via waiks, for eight and one-hird innings. Then Gerald
Puifer, pinch-hitting for Pitchier Maiv Haicher, socked o double
to ieft field. Jess Van Wiakle
zingled to driye in Monroe's
only run of the gome.

1

The lostballing leitbonder
taced only 31 men. He struck |
 out four.”

o-Hitter

CLUBHYL JAMIESON
A Near No-Hilter

- {Pine Bluif Ark.)

Jamieson Wins
His Fifth Game,
At Pine Bluff

Letianar; Bo! Jsmueson. n his
eLong vEer prulessonal base«
ail s Re:Bé Aok in Line ivie

st e Pioe Bl ArRasmas. team
o orne Cotton States League

tameson poated s fifth win of
e semws fmeently 'n\r.. was foresd
3 &3 BN TALIA TR0 nNIngs o BN
$.0 over Hot Bprugs

Orginaily scheduled for seven ine
nings as part of & doubdle headde
she two riute forced the exirs
framiet DY TALING 10 SCOTC JUNNG
the fipst seven

In one saen Piae BRI sent Your

men over as & result of & rally THal
was stared by Jamiesos whe ung-
jod into centre moved to second on
palk and scored the firwt run when
Bod Crmuel punched 8 hit into cent.
- thar was rausht v & lielder

comning tere last Wednesdap night Live Scorw

and e rossped a0 easy 343 win in Port Hope' ... 000, 618, ¢1-1
the ascond game of the Lakeshore Cobourg 30, 0%, Tx-d
lengne tinals aduinet Port Hope ' | " Batsenes Woods, Chowmere (4
mu:: hunt' o U 608 yod mavver Masaie Ja o
i o0t he Pary lelt Ramter wt) s ooba04. Umpioes. Bammes st glate,
The BB He tumed thein aside a- NCr 00 Dases, boin of Ostuws.
WWM‘?&@A ity S A e g i s
Ieadlad then for dazkmess . 7

L Jumieon with thve hitE ay well

Lak hyrling grend bell was the cin-

el figure {3 8 game that Iseked

the sfarkie and briliance of plag-

ofts i olhey yrars.




Gerald “Dick” Turpin
A distinguished John Street graduate who was another outstanding ballplayer from “The” Street but
more important gave over 25 years of dedicated service in promoting Minor League Softball in
Cobourg. His awards from peers speaks volumes about his contributions.
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The man who has done 1t all for the Cobourg
i Softball tion over more
decades recetved one of the highest s ‘
—honors the arganimiion can bestow at its annual __Pn' s
+ Year-end appreciation and awards banquet Sa-

turday night at Legion Branch 133
Gerald {Dick) Turptn wes recognized as the

® - \ softballey — Dick T | Eia
ln ea NHPEY SQFIDalicy EROR TRy, o memney of pourg |
rns cove e‘ ¥ | Legion, Brangt 3. PasSes with thie Mogui ¢ anadian i

k Turpin as Ontario’s Mr. Softball

OASA names Dic
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o DASA wnce  rgany wen, sl KA With  ia s awesber of
The award, greeted with a standing avation by 1955, =i firat with the fete  his momey Srende in his waioos  emcutive Wackdes Al Harrieoe
the 159 people in attendan: s Herry fHuch] Matthews, who  endesvrs. .(mw [Ty
a ce. came at an appro e was an OASA convenor for  ~Truly, Dick Turptn of Co. * Pehwwan of -t
priate time since he's retirement mm»w;-mﬂd bourg 1 & man for Al sewaona, 3 vice, Kevin Walker, of Osteews
; nnee ! Dousg Marchante, an well s choades as ihe Cobourg  vohuntesy & a8 the right sae- w2 sevoce! vice. Dowg Bach of
“"‘Pﬁlm hlam by the distinction, sonventie. . - wkh mtecmedinie basebail  Legion minor sslthall  ses and o marveloms ot oot g o e B T
acceptan wh *reallv Semens % 3 3 > » ’ wmvetary.
m.mw e that he “really memetturty s ; ....:&“M‘S..u‘:.: R oo b lfe . Ammeds (he mwautite aid, Dot Abbet of Lhdwilge
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Eoury Mens Bowling Lenguo mm“ M:-—z Doug Bdil, Ottawa's x
Jongume exeey
ber of St A;dr«n Church by chatrman Scott Tutte, &t ' Bew Weber and Bath's
chatr and & veduntret tended the Bob’ -  con-
Ihe towns Trans. vAD  were a moned $U8 voting dele.




¢ Juveniles Take Sottball

b
m:—-mnmumL
Netwevy, New Tercets Furier,
lﬂk’ e . was stingy Wi Rita asd el
! mudyn.—tmw. !
cws and Treston on thetr wey 1o thetr credit whes (Be Fume wis
the final set. over with six players dividing wrmum:m s
Lrvime Wims Aguim them. Jack Bevan and Berd Oal- mmm«-‘oﬂu‘”
Jack lrvine pilched his ome|iey 2ad doubies in (he Cobaurg Juvenite B championahip of c:"l,
tor the winsers and was bt fairfy | gitack and the other four &l last Saturday by & §-8 score i
hard mnptu-nmm singles went W Jomes, Corbdell, gratulations to the following players i
o4 In all Usey had 12 hits off Kisipigrr and Ball Nefl C:o';h.:: Xr‘::rrmbaﬂo::‘c;:
N e “n:t e o‘:«o Reid by.'ow.h-. Jon Paher Mike Markle U

& D. Playoffs

Ctarke Harnden Jod the Leglon

i{ alve DatUng - Sverages ever (ke
mw{.’..“%&‘-’i&"ﬁ\ﬁ eredit|
- o Hamden wy/ - Tommy|
S HORAR Wi ey v Dl more !
" § tirnes with 823, Ross Zealand had!
the same mark dut played in oniy

nniy,

wate the only nes ta pass the!
i 800 mark; Complele dverages fol-|
tow:

.28
. | |
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FLES
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~-323
wn am
. aar
4380,
3. 2%
18 I
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seven men and walked thres while |

the vistting heaver struck out ll

and walked four mes. |
Exvers

four ervors while losing the Im- .

i

ihe other
perfect game and were the betier| o

e e abea wmesmd

0o Avi e

Chud Jomes Z4 Caffin, Sty Ling- &
ard. Oten Rusk and the (ollowing »
coaches. Jack Bevan Jim Med. <

Pase 1, Walks 4 hurst and Bod Devan. i

i

Butman with twe

{ PRINCE GORDON

game  Now Toromis om|vy
hand turned in & neer | C

|
S

w reat of the way, glving tp the
sinning tworvuns and belng touehs
4 for tive hifa by the winnsrs, whe
268 nine i all Sasaiy
. Hsnnah Jed the - Balitmere
rew . with four Jor four, 0. May
ind  “Clunner”  Ball gotting two
i iz

Chuub Metvor collected thres bine

Ing two safelies, (hus accounting
of the entite hit cutput.
Line score:
Legton Jre,

« 000 D00 400... 4
Baltlmore ..... 008 311 00x..2.8
Hatteries, Irving, Dawe -{4) and

Jevan; D, Ball X Ball- (1 sud
+ Ball, S
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| mecreaTION I}
| comer |

: Rodt. Cooper Director Phone 104
SOCCER |2
St Michmels 3 West End 1 |,
FUTURE GAMES
Thursday October § 3
No | Publie vs 8¢ Michaels
Saturday October ¥ |
West Pnd v No 1 Public
Tuesdsy October 11
No. | Publie va Na I Public .,
ATANDING b
Thursday teiober 13
No. ! Public va No I Public

|
|

Won Lowt
Na | Public sanes 2 0
8t Michasl's 3 !
Ne. 3 Public i 1
West End 0 ‘
FOOTBALL A

¢ Man Towch Resuls
Argos & Alouettes 2
Argos !7 Roughriders |
FUTURE GAMEY
Oclober 8—130 pm
| Rough riders v Alousttes |
October 5—230 pm.
Argos v3 Rough Ttiders
: October 13--130 pm
i Aourties ¥3 Argos
i October 13-238 pm.
| Rough Riders va Ajoueties
| SOFTBALL OASA.
/‘r‘ho Coboury Tiwgemy won  the
Juvenie B championship of Ontars
Isst Raturdsy by = 2-3 seore Con. |
ratulations to 1he following playere |
| Nef) Cane. Jerk Irvtne Don Me. |
mporren  Chud  Melver,  Garth |
' Douglas. Jon Pisher Mike Markie
Chubd Jones B4 Caffin Stu Lior-
ard. Olen Rusk and the foilowimg
coaches Jark Bevan Nm ~d-
hurst snd Bod Bevan.
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£
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As Juniors Shove
Mathews OutOfIt

Cobourg Card Junjor clawed their
way into the Cobourg and Distric!
Softball League finals Mondsy nigh!
when they sent Port Hope Mathex=
into the discard by taking the sec.

_ond straight game of the sem!-fina’
round. 9-3 '

Sleep Dawe, wild st first, was »f
{aciive after the third {rame ancd

' fanned the staggering total »f 27
i men during the entire game whilr
allowing only four hits

Dawe's learmn mates raked Barne:
Mils on the Port Hope mound, !
10 hits and scored four. iwo run.
rallies, starting in the third and
gomg on in the fifth. xixth and
seventh to push the Mathews ciun
aside Mills fanned sight men ann

was not heiped by some loose sip-
port afieid.
The Juniors, having defeater

Baltimore Millers in s sudden death

game and Port Hope In two stragh’
will now tacki¢ the COE In a be
in five series. first game of which
was due to astart last night. The
 factory team defeated Foundry (=
the first round after having rolled
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) Labour Day, Sept 5, 1949

Year One Competitors
Left to right - Bob Cooper, Recreation Director

Joe Hart, Gung Charles, Jack Daignault, John Emery*, Dunc Allen, Catherine Allen,
Buz Cavanaugh, Darce Campbell, Joe Smith - Mayor

* John Emery would later go on with brother Vic who captained the 4 man bobsled team that won
the Gold medal for Canada at Winter Olympics of 1964 in Innsbruck, Austria




Our First Swimming Hole
“The Stumps”

A natural dam created by cut trees
and tree “stumps” was located on a
bend of the creek on Division Street
just North of the 401 highway. We all
learned to swim there and everyone
had to dive in (under water) on the
24th of May each year. We would
run from school and swim in our pri-
vate pool before supper. That 24th
of May swim was always so cold but
no one dared to not go in. No won-
der Lake Ontario was a piece of cake
after this.

The First CN Tower

Sunnyside Beach Pool builds tallest
diving tower. Gung and Darce hitch-
hike to Toronto to take it on. We
climb ladder together and upon
arrival at top decide tower is higher
than our brazen pride. However,
only one way down, decision, do we
jump or dive? Gung decides to jump
and Darce only knows how to dive.
Gung leaves his right hand open by
his body and tears his wrist with
severe sprain at impact. Darce cuts
right to bottom and hits forehead
lightly on concrete. No second
attempts forthcoming and no more
talk about the “cliffs” at Acapulco.

Our First Diving Towers

The small trees on the edges of the
creek gave us our first opportunity to
dive about five feet in the air.
Progression led to diving off the pier
at the Harbor and installing our own
board to raise our levels to ten feet
above water. Next came the Light
House which had to be scaled and
required considerable push off to
miss the concrete butment at the larg-
er base but provided about twenty
feet to the water. Then came the
highest available, from the roof of car
ferry upper deck loading platform for
an exhilarating but very dangerous
harbor dive of about thirty-five feet.
We now had to seek higher moun-
tains to climb.

Labour Day, Sept 5, 1949

First Senior Half-Mile Swim
Darce
Pick yourself out from the crowd

©




Repeats

Swim Event

t Despite & nippYy

end water that would have pleas. |
jed & polar bear more than a!
| 1sisnder, two awime
were staged 3s part
Labor Council's La-

South Sea

| ming events
of the Allied
| near,
| The junior swim,
fair In the lee of
was won DY Bill

J. Campbell

bor Day sporis program in,
Victoria Park.

‘.
|

north wind |

and

a 440-yard af-
the east pier,
Stewart after

a tight hattle with Rrian Leguard.

Both lads torged
rest, but stuck
Slewart especially
style

Linda Cooey

close

was third,

ahead of the
together.
showed good

and

' other fnishers were, 0 order:
\ac Richanrds; Mary Pratt and
Susan Blackwell (dead heat! and

' Eve Hargratl.

5

in the senior half-mile swim.

JJack Campbell thrashed his way

1o victory again,

but not without

some stiff competition from Joha |

Burns who Was &

ripple’s breadth

| pehind at the finish.
Phyllis Clark proved something -

' when she came
{swam backstroke

in third. She
for most ol

,the way and heid her own against’
i the crawl artists. Fourth was Buz.

Cavanaugh,
i and Bill McBride

fifth,

Russell Lake

was sixth.

Sept. 4,

1952

The Last Swim

;Wanr!ront Race

R. Hempstead Breaks
'Darch Campbell’s Win

Streak In Half Mile

A fast maving 12 year o,
rimmer, Rov Hempsiead, wpset!
Darch  Campbell’s pereariad haid
on the half mile swim cEAMpION.
s ahip hers Masiav when he (00K
I early lead ardg secer rehnguishe
24 3t with Campdel caming # »
! pame second. :
| Wempstead s f Mz oand Mes !
Frot Hampsiead, Lovert Sirewt o
a water o exims evers
day withoy maerh come
Atin gve prwer ta hest
Campdell and lead hame & frld af

fve ¢ ers  hefste 8 jmcked
crowd Ut med moth the. Eax
and Tee piars

Rahind Campheil Ix
Mixa Masis
ta Gunart Laka ac
cAn Alises

In the
wWas hors
headad A fiad of Lva MR e

A Pat Dawe wns secand

Sniny WM A ReW ster

1 X

Malcoim  McMartn,
now
Peterdorough but formerly of c:
bourg, continued hix sring  of
wink i the two muile mad race
and kesced O Kepler ¢
ier 1o the wy
Eddre Rchamberham was LH|:
£4. Otz fourth, )
Ken Loaeberry proved x dnuyie
winner 3KIng the “100%  ang
o o
Ir the outboxrd moter  hoas
*acen Jack Mitehelln “Co-Meo-Sngs -

'
|
i
i
'

Second Senior

Half-Mile Swim - 1950
. Water Temperature 52

John Burns,
Darce Campbell

All the Gang are there and we take trophy up the street to

ch he will keep perma
me winner o .

Third Senior Half-Mile Swim - 1951

“Blue” Room at Baltimore Hotel




Our First Real Football Team - 1945
Cobourg Collegiate West - Junior

Back row - Pedro Allan - Coach, Darce Campbell, Roy Hircock, Alex Bruce, Bill Jamieson,
Coon Medhurst, Peck Fleming, Ted Martin, Hawley Hozelton - Coach

Second row - Mike Markle, Monty Holman, Waldo Walden, Ted Curtis, Red Moore,
Lloyd Margles, Bernie Flesch, G. Davey

Front row - Gung Charles, Gerry Lawless, Chuck Harrot, Bambi Gillespie, Chub Mclvor,
Malcom McMartin, Jack Irvine



Our First John Street Backfield
Coon Medhurst, Darce Campbell,
Gung Charles, Bill Jamieson, Bernie Flesch

A, Sherwin, P

jones, H, Waddeil, |} Balix, 8 fanme M. Burt
\. % 8 H‘I{%!ﬂ.‘iw:"t{ Mixs

(}‘1 §3tesiasy, ¢ .;;z;r?g,,

Bovs' Roeeny: Frost—T. Martin, F. MeMillan, M. MeGuire, B Bevan, W, Jamneson, I. Curt
(.. Walton, . Hu%v‘??-nz& £ Hoseltan, R,

A, Jellough., Rean- A, Brace, K, Medhurst, D
son., | Tavier. K. Greses, R, Moore,

Mr. Alan, Coach. Maoous

§2 o
sifiiet,

{. Hosehons
Goody, (5. @ harles, R, lones, W, Themp
Missing: Darce Campbell :

L

; ; i otas By Murris “';’*”Wq i}f,

W
o

Our Second Real Football Team

1947 - Cobourg Collegiate West - Intermediate

®
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Our Third Real Football Team
Cobourg Collegiate West - Senior - 1948

Back Row - Don Goody, Bambi Gillespie, Bill Jamieson, Darce Campbell,
Bob Bevan, Peck Fleming, Bernie Flesch

Second Row - John Spragge, Red Moore, Ted Martin, Eagle Hircock,
Pogue Lavis, F. Buler, Pedro Allan - Coach

Front Row - Lloyd Margles, Malcom McMartin, Gerry Lawless,
Ted Curtis, Fred McMillen, Marty McGuire, Waldo Walden

S,




Canadian Football Champions - 1950

John Street Presence
Coon Medhurst, Bob Bevan, Darce Campbell

Graduates to College Football
Bob Bevan, Eagle Hircock, Keith Hawkins to Queen’s Golden Gaels, Ron Smith to Varsity Blues, Ernie
“Sam” Darragh to McMaster Marauders and on to career with Montreal Alouettes.

TIMES SHOYS BY MURRAY R SMITH

THE FOUR HORSEMEN __~
Left to right, Ken Medhurst, Ernie Darragh,
Bob Bevan, Paul Currelly.
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¥red F. Dufton, moul-
der af chaspions, Tha
title is a good ane to
the dominion championshi
Cobourg Galloping Ghost
sho won the Canadian in
tersediate grid crown 190
“the third tiee Yot ®ATUT
“day. Fred has personally
e en in charge ;:gi :geg::;
s wing force DeERIng

s {gi’s toothal

& ORFU.

Lt B~ 3 Rak o T

BRI .

S

~ one of Cobou
. chaspions in
£

nostalgic throng,
game. Ignored by their former employers,
of the old stars band together on’
oldtimer teams that go into the hinterland
and raise far more money for charity than:
the warm-hearted owners ever contribute
except to their personal bank accounts.
, Currently, one of the most sucmsfu&
;" football teams of its generation, the Co-
i bourg Galloping Ghasts, is organizing a
: reunion for next summer as part of that
Eastern Ontario town's sesquicentennial
. celebration. What! You didn’t know that
r  the Cobourg Galloping Ghosis are revered
g  as national champions? Who eise do you
think won  the Dominion intermediate -

-
v

e championship in 1946, 1948 and 1850, and
s before that, in 1937 and 1934, the Ontario
¥ R Football Union intermediate title?
A elsebut. .

0 “We are older, wiser and probably slow-

i
St

er,” smiled tubby Paul Currelly the other
day, speaking of an organizing commities
rs  that also includes chairman George Ed-
5 wa!dgg Chub Downey and Jim Redmond.
a §They're trying to contact every player who

ays of

perhaps in a 10-minute & ever. laced up

Ghosts, and in thei "%%
learned that 61 are no longer living and 17
74

are. s
The Ghosts were born in 1835 in thediv.
ing room of the Cobourg high-school coach,
Fred Dufton, whose two sans, Joe and
Gem-g:khad just graduated from the school
and no place to play football. Fred
worked for the leathergoods firm of Ed-
wards and Edwards, a chnzxany: that
%ed o provide equiptment untforms.
team was called the Red Raiders.for
two seasens, then switched to the Galloping
Ghosts in 1937, vy
“By 1952, most of the guys had played
enough football to last them a lifetime and,
besides, costs had soared,” Paul Currelly
recalls. *“Nobody really picked up the ball.
I mean, these days helmets alone are $85-or
And so next summer, after more than
years, the ghosts of the Galloping Ghests
will reassemble on their home field and for
a little while they'll revel in that oid feeling.

Mister Football
“Fearless” Fred Dufton
“Tust Win Baby”

Heading for Goal Line

Coon

October, 1950
Cobourg Galloping Ghosts




Bobby Bevan delivering a Hit
“Sam” Darragh #81
from 1950 Season




The Strength of the

Veterans of the Galloping Ghosts with the number of Ghosts Linemen
years each plaver has plaved appear below - Knceling- 1951

left to right - Bab Cooper (5) Art Brandwood (6) Bill : G R
Jarvis {5} Vern Lees (5) Rye Holman (4) Bill Douglas (5) Bill JJI’\IS, RYG Holman, Homer Seale

Paul Currelly (5) George Watson {(3) Ken Medhurst (4).

Veterans do not tolerate losing
Rookies be ready

1951

Donegan Park - First Practice
Paul Currelly left to right

Darce Campbell, Paul Currelly, Bun Flesch,
Coach Jake Edmiston




Left to right: Bill Douglas, Art Brandwood, Vern Lees, Bill Jarvis, George Watson, Jerry Forster,
Paul Currelly. Bun Flesch, Hye Holman, Bob (soper, Ken Medhurst, Jack Campbell, Karl Lenehan, Jack
Wilcox, Gord Hoselton, Bob longhurst, Bill Ross and Randy Longhurst.

R e e N et

1952
The Usual Huge Crowd
Darce #84, Bernie #83, Coon - in the mess
Donkey Douglas #70, Boyd Hendry - faking it
Orillia Here

Starting Backfield
1951
Cobourg Galloping Ghosts
Right Halfback - Coon Medhurst
Quarterback - Joe Kane
Fullback - Bernie Flesch
Left Halfback - Darce Campbell

1951
The Pony Backfield

left to right
“Coon” Medhurst 82
“Bernie” Flesch 83
“Darce” Campbell 84
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Here Come Da Judge e ‘ » , } _
Joe Kane - Quarterback Nl e s,
Cobourg Galloping Ghosts = o
1951
Went on to become a Judge in
Toronto

Running the Ball
1951
84 Darce Campbell,
70 Bill “Donkey” Douglas




Gallo y Ghosts In
Fompmt Petes 17-2

InOpener; 2500 Watch

ik etinste weeewe Putiet ©. Paul steadily,-tut

Ghosts Whin Orillia
20-0, Clear Wayv For
Oshawa Title Tilt

Leaside Lions Band
To Lead Off Foothall
Opener Parade Here

tmate with 4’-vmn thelp 1at the umw-‘ m
ChostsTake Easy
3 ustrates It

,ve‘r East York:M

Jame Monday

Cobourg Galloping Ghypats are

preparing for their season opener

Toronte, Monday, against East
e The . Ghosts, —drilling .

ceek, have & vew quarterback in

The Prayer of a Sportsman

Dear Lord in the battle that goes on through life,
I ask but a field that is fair.
A ::hance that is equal with all in the strife,

d a courage to do and to dare.
::d if I shougld win let it be by the che
With my faith and my honour held high;
But if I should lose let me stand by the road,
And cheer as the winners go by.

BILL JARVIS

Guard = 230 Ibs, 5%10%. Now play~
ing his seventh season with the
Ghosts and hails from Port Hope.
Topnotch man both on offence and
defence,

RYE HOLMAN

Tackle - 200 1bs,, 510" and 26
years old. Another member of the
veterans corps, having been with
the Ghosts for five seasons. Good
blocker and tackler and knows
the game thoroughly,

ART BRANDWOOD

Tackle - 200 1bs., 6'1%, age 27,
Another seven year man with the
Ghosts Reliable and rugged. Hails
from Port Hope.

PAUL CURRELLY

Halfback - 160 1bs,, 4'8"%, age 26,
Now playing his sixth season with
the Ghosts, Now lives in Cobourg
but originally from Port Hope., Will
be a defensive half this year, Knows
the game well and is a good team
player all the way,

VIC GARVIN

End = 1751bs. , 5°41°, age 25, Sec~
ond season with the Ghosts, Fast
and good ball handler, Good team
man, Lives and works in Cobourg,

KEN MEDHURST

Halfback ~ Age 22, 165 Ibs., 5°
9", Playing his fifth year with the
Ghosts, Fast and tricky runner,
Has chalked up some mighty im-
portant scores in past successes of

the team and will be counted on to -

continue his good wark, Cobourg
bay all the way.

BILL DOUGLAS'

End and halfback - 190 1bs, of real
football player, Age 27 and plenty
tough. Starting his seventh cam~

‘Calls Port Hope home. Another
of the mainstays of the team,

- ZEKE SAUNDERS. -
- Tackle = 180: 1bs,, - 6'tall, Age
. 2B, Third year with the Ghosts,
paign with the Galloping Ghosts, . . Hail from -Port Hope and is an-
“other of those rough, tough boys

BUN FLESCH

Halfback - Age 22, 165 Ibs, 3'
10", starting his second full season
with the Ghosts. Rugged and fast,
Another hometown boy,

JACK CAMPBELL

Halfback - Age 22, 170 Ibs,, 5*
10", Three year man and a Cobowg
boy now living near Taronto, A
good team player and tricky runn-
er,

KARL LENAHAN

Halfback - 5'11", age 20, 165 lbs,
Second year man from Port Hope,
All round athlete and has the mak-
ings of 2 topnotch footballer, Good
runner and ballhandier,

JACK REEVES

Halfback - 1951bs, , age 23, 6”tall,
First year with the Ghosts and in
*51 played for the Ontario Agricul~
tural college., Fast and wicky.
Should prove to be a star,

BOB McNALLY

Guard - 185 1bs, 29 years old, Pl-
ayed with the Ghosts last two years,
Prior to that played for the Beaches
and Indians,

VERN LEES

Guard - Veteran member of the
Ghosts, Big and tough, A Port Hoper
with plenty of team spirit,

GLEN CONNOR

Kicker ~ No stranger to Cobourg
fans, Played here a couple of years
ago, Will likely do the kicking,

ART JONES :

“End ~ Third season with the team,

May work at end’or as place kick

" specialist,

Hamn

that revel in the heavy going.. .




Our Last Year of Football Together - 1952

Getting Ready to Take the Field
left to right
Aubrey Magee, Jéke Edmiston - coach, Red Alexander, Art Brandwood, Darce Campbell, Coon
Medhurst, Verne Lees, Zeke Sanders, Bill Jarvis, Marsh Glassford, Rye Holman

Football “John Street” Style
Unlike CFL or NFL this game was played on a 20 ft long by 10 ft wide piece of lawn.
A “first down” was 10 inches and not many were made. The players: Coon, Japper,
Bob Bevan, Gung, Pot, Darce and many others. Surprisingly some of these “lived” to
play for the Galloping Ghosts of football notoriety.

©,




‘Ghosts Beat Oshawa
Red Raiders 21-0 As
Reeve Gets 2 Majors

Cotourg Calloping Ohosts served
notice Saturtsy that they are the
team ta beat in Onlarie interme-
ld‘.au football when they trounced
Ochaws Rad Raiders in 8 powerfu!
dwplay 218 The Cobouwry rew
| were pounding the Oshaws oqtlil
freen the wart. chsrged sround the
mds tore the middle ang reced
| own the udelines wih rase and
rpeed Prom ihe start the Callopers
Cwers threslening and [t was s faree
eone  romrluson Chat they wonsld
rYh 3 marar wte 0 the il
stanza ot Oshasa beid them off
tor nesrly (weivs Tunutes of he
conper befare Jark Reeve raced
wer the et wide Ine & loushdawn
Jark Dwren Campbel! heiped e
D ‘A piay wih & daxefing 30 rard
sop and Bt Alruander  added
ween moze n hring the Oallopers
inihe Danask 12 frem ehere Reeve
wax 0t lavws

1h ke A aoarter fust after

———— e Gaa

for the point sfuer touch .
Onhawa mede a Toebls atlempt &
& MEnd In 'he last session wheo

L they got to the Ghost 18 sa the re-

mm.mummu
Cobours spmd  wrt the Gelopers
neld hemm off sestly and whem &
despeTalion Das WAS thrown by the
Moior Cviy tram  Reeve came ud
with the ball and the (ihests atari-

Ted to rAll drwn fredd A peaaity at

the stast pul them on their own five
bt within ihres downs (hevy werr
on thetr ¥ and only stopped lhem
trom what lonked like anether
rowchdown mareh

The Chowts with adboyl 88 per
remt of the play wers far the better
wam ang 'his In spite of the fact
that 4id not use Mel Tevior bril
1ant star of Oshaws Iast vesr of
Cec Armatrong both of whem Osh-
aws qustoned

Tn handing ~yt Che atam it must
w2t tnar tna (Vhost ‘eam wBA
amd tm atam and oll alnrg the line
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Ghosts Win

‘Contiaued from page six)
east mae Gine The dectmon L
" made by Refvres Darty it and
ended [n Kichener- Watrrio ke
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the snning ‘ourhdren
The slay wap ame of the mwat
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from the Kilchemer-Waprka 3
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nrd down
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abort s o Leo Magnan snd e
modenly Wt through w bele -
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The
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The Alpha and Omega
All the Games Started Here

Christmas 1937 brought three boys on John Street their first pair of skates and a hockey stick. Coon
Medhurst, Japper Wilcox and Darce Campbell are introduced to the game of hockey, shinny style on a
small square of ice provided by Jappers mother. Since Jappers brother Ken also got skates and stick we
now had the first team combat ready to go. Coon suggested the two Kens (Wilcox and Medhurst) play
against the two Jacks (Wilcox & Campbell). The unfortunate outcome of every one of these matches
was a game ending fight between the two brothers on opposite sides. Conference determines that two
brothers must play together against Coon and Darce. No more fights and little did we know that those
first games as a hockey line would result in Coon and Darce playing together for twelve wonderful years
through Church League, Ontario Minor Hockey Association and Ontario Hockey Association.

Everyone gets skates and sticks and now the gang heads for a larger surface at the bottom of John Street
provided by John Spragg’s father complete with boards and strings of light bulbs which kept the shin-
ny games going until Mr. Spragge turned out the lights. This rink was somewhat of an embarrassment
for the pros from upper John Street since Mary Webb was far and away the best player.
As more and more of the gang became equipped we now set out to find much larger surfaces to accom-
modate multiple players on each team. This happy dilemma led us to Cann’s Pond located just over
the tracks North of Buchanan Street and Mclvors junkyard. With an ice surface of 400 feet square it was
not uncommon to have teams of ten to twelve guys. This is where you learned to stickhandle since
you would only get to touch the puck a few times in a whole day of hockey, so make it count. Many
pucks lost in pond open dam area but all retrieved in the spring. It was during these shinny years that
we all became “Rink Rats” which is a job that is child labour intensive at the “indoor gardens” that sat
across from the St. Michaels School playground on University Avenue. The payscale was simple you
shoveled and swept the ice surface between periods of the Intermediate Team game and between
breaks at Public Skating. This labour gained entrance to every game but more important we were
allowed to play after the games and skating on a “Real Rink”. These scrimmages often ended up after
midnight which seemed acceptable to parents since we were assuredly out of trouble. Another side
benefit was listening late at night to older men talking about things we shouldn’t know at 10, 11 and 12
years of age.

Fortunately, we were once again smiled upon and introduced to an organized “Real” Hockey League
known as “Church League”. Now in order to play in this “Big League” you must attend your family
Church or Sunday School to qualify for playing. This condition, while easy to satisfy did present our
first problem, in that, parents obviously selected their Church connection, which meant many of us who
skated together would now play against each other.

Y




Church League Times

Cobourg Rink Collapses 1945
No place to play in 1947. What
to do. Coon and Darce hitch-
hike in light snow to Port Hope
with skates and stick and show
up at Midget practice on open
air Lions Centre Rink. Jovial
cigar chomping man greets us
and asks where we live. When
Cobourg is mentioned he asks
how we got there and when
told how, he says get your
skates on you two will have a
place on my hockey club.
When practice is over he asks
if we have any more like us
but needs two defencemen.
We immediately call Japper,
Bernie and Don Goody all of
whom are forwards but two
white lies assures Bernie and
Don Goody of being defence-
men for the rest of their hock-
ey lives. This commenced five
wonderful years together play-
ing for the greatest influence in
our lives - Erve Downey.

Each year we would be opposite our friends and buddies at the rink
and back playing together on the ponds. This problem was solved
after about four years when in 1945 the Church League selected play-
ers from all the teams to play in the Ontario Minor Hockey
Association playoffs. Now we could play together again and for the

i

* & 9

Due 0o the iack of hockey facill-
tips tn Cobourg. many of our local
boys are turning out for the vari-
ois hockey clubs in Port Hope. The
Juvenile entry from that town
opened {8 whedule in Orono last
week, and with four Cobourg play-
ars in the lineup, lost to Bowman-
ville by a scaore of 10 10 T.

Jack Black, Bob Bevan, Bill Hes-
<in and Lione! Baker were the locals
making the (rip. and Hessin, who
is & real comer. picked up two goals,
w=hile Bevan and Black each scored
once.

+ + @

The Port Hope Midgets, making
imeir first start, managed to re-
verse the decision over the Bow-
manville team and smacked a 7-0
shutout on the Rubbertown team.
Here, also, we have four Cobourg
boys representing Port Hope, and
they ara Ken Medhurst, Wilcox,
Jack Campbell and Bernie Flesch.
Medhurst picked up a palr of gonls,
as did Campbell, while Willcox scor-
ed ance for a total of five out of the
seven Port Hope goals.

P

The Port Hope Juniors played
their first game of the year on Mon-
day night with seven Cobourg play-
(ers in the line-up. josing the gatue
by a sore of five 10 four in over-
time.

Three Cobourg boys played delencs
for the losers, Bud Mclvor, Pred Mc-
Millan and Ruasel Smith. On the
torward llne for the Port Hope club
trom Cobourg were Jack Eiliott,
Tom Hogan, Tom Bulger and Fred
F Goody.

i Our special correspondent  In-
| forms us thst in sddition 10 score

next seven years we could enjoy our friendships on and off the ice.

S Rl
Church League

Medhurst

i
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Mr Hockey
Erve Downey
The Greatest Influence on Our Lives

Erve Downey
Port_ Hopgr )

of the year

Of the ten excellent nominees for the title of
Part Hoper of the Year, 1973, Erve Downey bas
been chosen as the outstanding citizen.

Mr. Downey passed away during 1975, but he
nad &pent many, many years coniribuling te the
tawn of Port Hope, Of a total af 334 votes cast in
the Evening Guide contest, Mr. Downey received
£ voles.

A prasentation of & silver tray will be arrunged
with Mr. Downey's family and the tray will be

very good nowmgsndalle:;mwmb_vmme
title,  The Evening Guide would like to thank
those worthy citizens who aliowed their names to
stand after being ma;l::t&d; the persons who

the trouble to vote in this selection.

With this pantest we hope we have brought the
good works and eontributions of at least ten of
our citizens into the foreground. We hope that
the people of Port Hope will continue to serve the
community and follow the example of the nine
runners-up for Port. Hoper of the Year 1975 and
Port Hope's cutstunding citizen, Erve Downey.

PIONEER OF JUNIOR HOCKEY

The late Mr. Erve Downey came to Port Hope around the year 1937 and little did he know he would be connected
with hockey and competing for the Provincial Titie, The 1951 season brought the Downey era to an end, but not without
a good fight. Erve’s edition of the Port Hope Panthers came the closest of any team in 45 years to bringing a Provincial
Hockey Championship to Port Hope. The team was formed in the winter of 1946-47 and got its first start on the Lion’s
outdoor rink. In 1846-47 this group of athletes played in the Midget loop, the next year was the Juvenile ranks and the
Eastern Ontario Juvenile Hockey Championship. The team was presented with black leather jackets, numbered and
crested proclaiming their victory. Erve not only raised his own three sons, Bud, Chub and Ken but supplied a home
for many of the boys who played for him. “The Erve Downey Night” in 1951 was a fitting climax to the eleven years of
hard work Erve had put into sports in this town. The only thing lacking was the Provincial title, but Erve’s answer to
this was “the part | played was very small, and it all you fellows got as much kick out of it as | did then I'm well satis-

fied.
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‘Oshawa Jrs.
; Smother
iLocal Team

| Cobourg Kin Xids were Dno
mateh for the bigger, fRater Oshaws
()unlon here on Priday night in the
| opening Junior game of the season
and the finsl tally of 15-1 just about
i pefivets the trend of the tusale.
By periods it was s}l Oshawa.
They scored 1 goaiz in the first and
|4 in eagh of the other lwo sessions.
The losers picked up their tally In
jme initia] atanza when Harnden
seored from s scrambie-in—frent of
the Oshaws cage when the winner
wmmmcm.m-ntmonb
t{ime when the locals were in the
‘nunt during the period and they
i"" all too soon slowed down aga:n
{by the raiding Oshawa kids st the
start of the second.
LOCALK LOOKED WEAK
INSIDE ORAAWA DEFENCE
[ The K. Kids looked wesk inside
the Oshawa defence line on the
'few times they did get In there abd
Young Hurst, the winners goalie,
_had & comparatively easy time of 12
as againat the hesdaches of Charles
the Cobourg rustodian, who saw
.mare pucks flving in his direction
|than most goalies 4o In a whole

i

winning as they pleased. tho
sMotor Citv tram neveriheless took
time out to display atars all over
their line vp Crust. & big defence
man, especially thone and why e
miaed the Junior A team Os-
haws remains a mystery fof thev
Raven't many Any beller in thewr
Janks thie teason  Attersley. Myles
and Degray were Also very eflec.
uee i the tout of the & rg clan.

NO STARS ON LOSERS

T ots very difficult, to pick a star
"af the Josers unce they had none.
CPrath (2 ‘el the visitors so badly
outrlassed the Kin Kids that none
of them had & ghance 1o become 2
‘hetter.than-{air perfarmer on the
pights work The Fisher Xids, Doug
and John Stew Lingard and
Charles, the overworked goalie, were
the best of them. although Harnden
tor his goal also deserves mention
since he spotled what would have
' yngquestionably been s xhutout for
! Hurst
. ONLY FAIR CROWD WATCHES
,; OPENER
('l A dissapointing crowd of four hun-
L dred and sixty nine walched the
| kids jase the opening tusale dut this
| was due to many _mnmmuu fac.
" tors. such as the opening of the New
Port Hope rink on the same night
which atlracted 8 large number A
fans from here
] FORMER COBOURG BOY
i REFEREXES
l Bernie Hodgetts. a fprmer Codourg

B wwm e

i
i
',
i
i

sthiste refereed the game and
turned 1n & fair effort sithough the
erowd howled with rage seversl

+Belleville

o0 Wednesday last week -hcnl
Kida of Coboury nvam.n.hn!‘
rua world by holding the|

highly louted Belleville Rockels Io

2 30 wio. The Rockels who are &

B, club have beaten both Oshawa

and Lindsay his yrar and are head-

tng Sor a league title In B ‘

Iwith twe counters and sn saxist
ﬁ&k’nvﬂmtwm:m L)

L Other point getters wers
Thbe biggest mh:‘pl:::lohnny Bulger. & goal, Hogan and
dunior hockey Sedson Cane two assists and Campbell with

one aswist
JENKINS LEADS LINDSAY
Jenking a big rangy forward, pro-
red 1n de the them In the Pavs
tide =3 he whipped In thres comin.
ters and assisted M & fourth. The
other three tallies went to Hanlin,

in the ciosing minutss when they .
lodmmmndonh-pbyudm‘
rwarming around ‘the Belleville net
with only great goal keeping by !
'ﬁlap._mmmmw‘
ing them off the tally sheet. i
Oetrye Charlea, Cobourg goalie, '
was (be rtar of the tamla for both !
sdes as he turmed the dungry

——saase A e e e ————

Linsday

Cobourg

Lindsay Kinsmen Juniors ar;
| featsa  Cobourg Kinsmen Junter?
5.2 here Monday night iIn & stormy |
game 'hat saw one match miscons

l\Deieats
|

duct peralty and one miscond
handed out to Cobourg players.

Pred McMiUlan drew & miscon-
duct for talking pack to Referes
wally Wilson of Oshawa and Rus
\ il 8mith got the big one for hil.
‘tng 8 Lindsay player with hts

! stick after the visiting stalwart had
lcron checked him from behind
.

e ———

o - — —

'

lg"(

Smilies after 'hat Corbhett

i

0

Tripn

uch

A week't Metrantile npener wa
s.ol. ibe

" END 6F COLUMN TROUGNTS
Thowe Port Hope Juors see B1s 3¢ Mframs anaeh 0 Fo
Downer s famay O Weiiestar of Tast week they dropped & o g
S B (Worses 1o the thilege smpudd §.8 THis was matkad By » fres 0
ALl 4 thw Fist pwenad WIwn The poulg ONtar e Lihed ac s by
Shor small tee s tfnce and 4 crone chery la Pnened caried (he mel
Pour platece sat In the bea when it was ever Then on Priday nght
the Tates ‘estowml cn the tvet Jundars the hotwar of apening the
pew atern pod they pmmptly dropped 'he (neiguesl 1o Peerbereogh
T4 Bes 1 lood the Lwprs with twn goals while Campbell and Ples bk
Paeh had Lote telhes thie Win are members of the big se why
::vnd Tte Pert Hope b pley this PRl Wikor and Medhurst wery
oty tea vy Cobpurglios A caleh the woaee thee! 0 the (kono

FORT HOPR JUNIORS
SURPRISE §Y, MICHALLS
In the fint two periods aof the
nockey yamas. Pert Hops Juniof
s * pulled the surprise ef.the jocal

Campbell and Medanunt were bes
up front with Yo Yo Ashton It
goal playing a standout game. TH
losers were sparted by  Harok
MeNamars and McDonald.
WMeCarthy started the Irish off »
four minules when he alamme
home s straight ahot from in frent
| Campbell fiying fast got the equal
isor 4nt the second stanxa when b
swept In to flip the puck into th
net on thet close aicde as goall
QGerry Young was striving o e
back on his Teet after stoppini
Medhurst's hard shol Murphy from
Clune put tha City clud up agsll
‘an & nice passing effort but Camp
bell and Medhurst pulled a pletur

wtaw i femml th tis 10 um A0 3.3 wAC

> * & sucTess Wilh abwut 1w
falihful ln saendsnce. Thete Wefe W8
surprises The Poundry pulied the biggest

were sill toa good and (he old Btation Tiger stalwarts. B Melvor,
. Melvor and Jeck Biinil along with Hart srarsd four times geiting
goal eneh o heat the Tannets Thai steriing charseter Thomtt
Hegen racked un toth talltes for the insers The' Clerks were pes!
the moond surpeise and ther nearly got the woret of the happen.
g fot Ihe Armix teem rarited them right dumn te the final session
S 8 weareleas tie Pour dieoites of That canto sas gane belney (hre
storemen could sty w100 Tive of ther men heing cfedited with
Pirher
. Corbett. sgaln war the wader of the gosl splurge That chelled (s
i the Adiscatd lannaed 1 Ooedy end TYIpp wore given
_agsieta whils Plsher rarnal Tea crsdits an heiping cage the Biscult
Torry Brynes drew (he on'y saatat in the Prundry win

. .

‘hern Tvipp sgein and

%Cobour; Kin
Juniors Lose |

First Playoff

Cobotry's nUs Sand of Juzicns
iwers out.played i lhe cpening
playoll gume wiih Pori Mope ners
on Monday ngh! and ‘weni dowm
10 the tune of 104 Aller putling
up & good baille for lwo periods e
locals were averwheimes in ihe Nnal
canio sa the winners whipped In
four goals 0 one for e loeers

FLESCH ACE DEFENCEMAN
OF THE PORTS INJURID
IN WIN
Bun Plesch, the ace defenceman
‘ot the Purt Hope mquad, suffersd an
jlnjury to s chest dunng the
~pgeere- end-ts—deiererd o hETe TwT
fractured ribs as = resull Thia
| bad news for the Ontarios who will |
t

‘meet lindzay In the next round
‘unleas sll signs fall Mesch was & |
colitson with J. Hart during lMI'
second stanza when hly lyjuwry o
| curred. B
i MIDR(URST LEADS '
: wINVERS ’
' Ken Madhurst led the winder
with three counters with PFrremal o
st Duotako next having lwo each ¢
Campbell, Wiicox and Downe
counted once for the Porta in th
‘atruggle.
LAWLENS HEADS K KIDS

i {awicas was Lhe high sorer fo
ithe josrr. rapping in two goals an
saslsting in another. John Fuhe
fwas seeond Dest with & goal and &
fagatst Chud Mclivor, up from th |
Jurentiss, gathersd the nther cour |
ter for the Cobourg rclan

The ioers used Caffin B Hal
and Buwen, In an atiempt te bal '
ster their lineup with Prean mater '
18} in the defeal. McMulan and .}
Mart worked hard on the bdlue i '
patrod and Russell Smith, back fror |
a suspension, turned 1o a hesdy e !
Cfurt The crowd as utual was Ema

LINEUPS - $

fe e e

Pt Hope Gosd  Ashton. D
fence. (mody. Fesch.  Cent |
Campdell. Wings Medhurst W1/

~ot. Alternates, H McKeen, A M °
Keen, Baker, Evans, Preema
Dutzko, Downey. Cordon.
' Cobourg  Ooal, Charles; Defenc
i McMiflan, J. Hart: Cenire. J. Pl
ler; Wings, D. Flaher Mcivor: A
{ternatsm  Oalaski, Mamden Cs
fin, lawiess, B, Hart MaX
Smith, Bowen.
Otficials. Referves

Eun-—ln.x!um !
~
:

Bus Can




1947 - 1948
Port Hope Juveniles
Eastern Ontario Champions

Back
Japper Wilcox, Len Moncrief Exec., Karl Lenahan, Greg McMahon, Exec., Rich Evans, Bill Crawford,
Coach, Jim Freeman, Don Goody, Fred Cotter, Exec., Erve Downey, Sponsor, Exec.

Front
Bud Downey, Darce Campbell, Coon Medhurst, Kane, Dunc Fisher, Harris McKeen, Bernie Flesch




20 years ago... this tough!
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1949
Local Politics
Between two towns
Splits up friends for one year!
Fifty years later no change!
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EASTERN ONTARIO JUNIOR “C” CHAMPIONS

COLLINGWOOD PORT HOPE

1. DON HUDSON 1. “MAC McGREGOR
1. M. BLACKBURN 2. JERRY LAWLESS

2. PETE SWITZER 3. "DARCY” CAMPBELL
3. DON POLLARD 4. “BUD” DOWNEY

5. C. FRYER—A 5. “COON” MEDHURST
6. BOB IVEY 6 JIM FREEMAN

9. F. McCUTCHEON a, 7. DON GOODY

10. MERV SMITH - 1. 8. DOUG FISHER

11. B. WALMSLEY—C 9. “JAPPER” WILCOX
12. KEN McCARTNEY i 10. JON FISHER

14. FRANK DANCE | 11. BERNIE FLESCH

15. A. MORRILL—A : 12. HARRIS McKEEN
16. TUBBY BARRETT 13. “YO YO” ASHTON
17, 4. WENISS 14. CLARKE HARNDEN
16 B WALBEAEY 15. RICH EVANS

19. BOB MEEK _
21. G. PARRISH 17. RAY HANSEN
Coach—Eddie Bush Coach Birnie Hodgetts
Trainer—Jim Maghie Manager Erve Downey




1950 - 1951

o

Coon Medhurst - Right Wing Darce Campbell - Centre Bud Downey - Left Ring




1950 - 1951
Port Hope Panthers

Jerry Lawless - Left Wing Japper Wilcox - Centre/Captain “Dunc” Fisher - Right Wing
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Port Hope Panthers Marching Band - 1951
Prior to boarding private train with 400 mad fans on their way to
Collingwood and game two of Ontario Junior “C" Finals

Excursion Proves To Be
Biggest Hockey Event
In Northern Town's History

hookey fans ever o visit

Por{ Hope—'"The most e
Collingwood,"” "The most ot
the town. These were just some of the exclamations of wonderment, awe,
envy and respect with which the ciuzens of Collingwood greeted the con-
tingent of over 300 ardent followers of the Port Hope Panihers as they
trooped off the train and Into the northern town for the second game of the
provincial junior hockey play

jing occurrence in hnckey in the history of

downs.

PORT HOPE REDMEN 1851

Back Row — Len Ashby, Jack ‘Darce’ Campbeli, Bud Downey, Jerry Forster, Bill Douglas, Alex McKeen, Basil Robinson,
Stan Churchley. Front Row — Red Laverne, Jimmy Hoy, Rene ‘Pierre’ Racine, Harvie ‘Flash' Gordon, Doug Free, Ken
Braithwate {Coach), Ken ‘Coon’ Medhurst, Harris McKeen, Bernie 'Bun’ Flesch, Don ‘Yo Yo' Ashton.




1951 - Port Hope Redmen Intermediate

HARVIE "FLASH” GORDON
‘Right Wing
L J

Harvie 1s the tough luck kid of
the team. There is no one on the
team who likes to play more than be
does and during a practise session
several weeks ago he had the mis-
fortune to strain his ankle which
may keep him out of action for the
remainder of the winter.  This is
Harvie's second sensom  with  the
Redmen and at the time of his in.
jury he was plaving some of the
best hockey he’s prodneesd. Prior to
playing intermediate he was with
thr Pert Hope inniors. coming by
way of (ohourg

BERNIE “BUN" FLESCH

Defence

Omt oof astion for a npoeber of

eames near the end o

Bernie 1 just now getting baek into
s ofd time form and is expected to
ba one of the team s more stalwart
rearguards during plagoffs. TLast
voar he was ' Mr. Defenee” himself
with the Jusior Panthers aund se-
utstion that oppas-
ir best 1o steer

quired vieh a ¢

fre

ing forwards tried

clear of hix hansing bodyeheeks, e
has playml all his hoekey in Paort
Hope. shthongh a native of Cobeurg.

Speaking of plavotfs. Bernie will he

v 3
fast spring when t

1‘111:}?:?:" ira

suffered a brok-
or g and bad to st ont the finals

Back Row - “Yo” Ashton, Erve Downey, Bill Crawford.
Front Row - Mac McGregor, “Coon” Medhurst,
Bud Downey

*othe seasan,

s doubly hard this year for
junior clnb bit

JACK “DARCE” CAMPBELL

i tolonry Dar as 1

practieally all his
”()JN‘. ever wile e
e first joined the

in 1946 and stayed
throngh anfil it diss

suecessful jumor season last

He i3 a shifty centre 1 r and one
of the most potent goal seorers
the «dnh Last yvear he finished
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KEN “COON” MEDHURST
Right Wing
@

Recently dubhed the ““Cormer
Catehing Conkie from Cobourg”,
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sible for getting & large share
the Redmen s goals. In one gar

tallied six. He is p

nalival

ie Panthe

WS Wi
and this iz his first fry at intermed
late compaiiv-— a4 most suceessful
one. we might say. A Chieago seout
took more than a seecond look at

bust season

BILL DOUGLAS

Defence
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diate efub. The iron man of the tear:,
together
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1952
Bracebridge Bears - Intermediate “B”
Ontario Champions 1952 - Ontario Champions 1956

_ “ }ack “Japper” Wiicox. 21931 - 1961
A buddy who taught us a lesson about life
~and what a real champion is all about.

1952 - 1953
Ontario Intermediate “B”
Champions ‘ :
Br. acebrldge Bears Talking to the ice for the first time since his accident nearly a year ago, Jack Wilcox, paralyzed from
the watst down, is shown preparing to face off the puck 10 open the season for his former teammates
Sent to my Buddy japper when they played Trenton last Friday night. Mayor Bumet Is standing bekdnd the wheel chais while Jon
; f Fisher' is facing off with the unidentified Trenton player, In the background, Jack's brother Ken is
following our win over shown at his wing position, »

v N * phota by Keith Porter,
Durham in finals. y

Ontario Intermediate “B” Champions
1952 and 1956 - Bracebridge

“Darce”
Last Hockey Game

Somewhat Hollow Victories
Without Your Buddies




ving Onr Seperate \Pays

Our last hockey teams 1952 - 1953

PORT HOPE REDMEN
Back row I/r - Johnny New, Slugger Moran, Pat Briand, Rich Evans, Ron Turner, Jim Freeman,
“Coon” Medhurst, Jim Hoy, Bill “Donk” Douglas, Jim Hogan, Red Wasson, Ken Braithwaite, Bill Lightte, not identified
Front row |/r - Harris McKeen, Harvey Gordan, Red Clark, Bill Rowden, Bud Downey, Benny Mason

COBOURG COMETS

Front row left to right - Sponsor - Stan
Williams, Jack Irvine, Clarke Harnden, Jon
Fisher, Clarke Sommerville, Paul
Stevenson, Buck Legrow, Coach - Cliff
Maundrell

Middle row l/r - Alex McKeen, Ken
Wilcox, Jack Reeves, Red Alexander, Dave
Casey, Trainer - Scotty Black

Back row I/r - Bernie Flesch, Doug Fisher,
George Campbell, Manager - Jack Chapman




BRACEBRIDGE BEARS

oF v me Lo Himg

Aght Wiy

" ILDOWNEY

oY

¥ NKHOLLS

L %)

M. ROBINSON

(b

i CAMPBELL

i ms

Lan it

T

LTHOMSON |, i BROWN G.REID

{

itk Fing

o %25
3w i
{ foof B, REID
BHOOK o byt

¢ Ak

GECCLESTONE \\', l’nR,\ilEli K. ROSS A DICKSON A. BALL

Bears OHA. bt (1 d 1952-3.

e enter the Arena of Careers, Marriage, Children,
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Jack “Japper” Wilcox
Born February 1931 Deceased 1961

Our John Street buddy who shared in all our boyhood games and
dreams was struck down in a car accident at 21 years of age which
resulted in his confinement to a wheelchair. All of Cobourg rallied
around him and he never missed any games, dances or outings. We
carried him and the chair wherever we went. He was the most opti-
mistic and cheerful friend you could have as he erased his handi-
capped circumstances by just continuing as one of the gang. His
untimely death in 1961 left a sad void for all of us. Forty years have
passed since that time and we still remember our buddy.
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1952
“Jappers” first visit to
Pav after rehabilitation
Stan Williams “owner”
welcomes him home.

1952
Just home from rehab
“Japper” Wilcox, Joe Freeman
At the “Pav”




Bernie “Bun” Flesch
Born November 1930 Deceased November 1997

I was asked to write about one of the original members of our gang,
Bernie “Bun” Flesch who was a big part of everything we did and a
close personal friend from the age of six. This is a salute to a life
well lived and I consider this a great privilege to share a few things
that he accomplished in his lifetime. He was an awesome person, a
good family man and a true friend but he was also a top athlete in
every sport he participated in. His athletic accomplishments would
require pages for all the memorable individual games he performed
in but as a small sampling he played on Ontario Hockey Midget and
Juvenile teams that reached the Semi-Finals and on an Ontario Junior
“C” finalist team in 1951. He also helped coach his own son Jim who
starred for the Cobourg Junior “C” Ontario Championship Hockey
Team. He played on two Ontario Championship Football teams with
the old Cobourg Galloping Ghosts in 1951 and 1952. In the late
1940’s he was a valued member of the Cobourg Boxing Club that
participated in amateur fights all over Southern Ontario. He was
considered on of the classiest fighters to come out of Cobourg and
could well have sought out a professional career. Bernie was also
an excellent skier and spent a great deal of time at the
Northumberland Forest Ski Club and continued to ski after it closed.
These are just a small sampling of some of the competitions he par-
ticipated in but his greatest sporting passion was the great outdoors
for fishing and hunting. It was often joked that Bernie could catch
fish in a bathtub. He and Darce claimed to have fished every trout
stream within 25 miles of Cobourg plus a number of ponds and
lakes. It was this great calling for the outdoors that he conveyed to
his children, who in turn love to fish and hunt as he taught them.
My life has been blessed for knowing him as my friend, my party
buddy and someone I could confide in whatever the situation but
more important than all of this, Bernie “Bun” Flesch was a friend you
could count on being there when you needed him. This very classy
friend left each of us something and somehow he will always be with
us whenever we get together. Thanks “Bun” for the wonderful
memories.

((Gung))




WwErAphics

Jack “Japper” Wilcox
Feb. 1931 - March 1961
Unmarried

Ken “Coon” Medhurst

April 1931

Married Nancy Higgins of Cobourg
One son - Lindsay

One daughter - Janice

Five grandchildren

Bobby “Chub” Jones

June 1931

Married - Rosemary McGuire
of Cobourg

Two daughters - Elizabeth,
Jennie

George “Gung” Charles

Nov. 1930

Married - Anna-Marie Hall of Orono
Two sons - Michael, Stephen

Two daughters - Heather, Mary Ellen
Nine grandchlldren a r

Six grandchildren

Bernie “Bun” Flesch

Nov. 1930 - Nov. 1997

Married - Mary Ann Pearce of Cobourg
Five sons - Jim, Mike, Mark, Tim, Kent
Two daughters - Bernie Lee, Tammy
Eight grandchildren

John “Pot” Fox

Dec. 1930

Married - Ruth Tuttle of Cobourg
One son - Grant

Michael “Mike” Markle

May 1932

Married - Audrey Stevenson of Harwood
One son - Chris

Two daughters - Judy, Rhonda

Three grandchildren

Jack “Darce” Campbell

Jan. 1931

Married - Carole Banks of Bracebridge
Five sons - John, James, Jeffery,
Jason, Joel

/
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A Final Legacy from “The Boys of Summer”
If we can leave no other legacy to future generations, perbaps the
greatest contribution derived from the deep bonds of our friend-

ships .would be, that we destroyed every social, racial, religious and
Dolitical barrier without realizing what we bad done.
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